
	  

JEFFREY RABKIN 
Jeffrey Rabkin serves as Special Assistant Attorney General to California Attorney General 
Kamala D. Harris. In this capacity, he is the Attorney General’s principal policy advisor on 
matters relating to science and technology, cybercrime and privacy. Before coming to the 
Attorney General’s Office, Jeffrey was the Vice President of Stroz Friedberg, a digital risk 
management and consulting firm that specializes in digital forensic investigations. There, he 
directed digital forensic investigations, including those involving computer-enabled theft of 
trade secrets and intellectual property. From 2004-2011, Jeffrey worked as a federal 
prosecutor, representing the United States in hundreds of federal criminal matters. He earned 
his Juris Doctor from Columbia University School of Law, where he was the Senior Editor of 
the Columbia Law Review. He earned his Bachelor of Arts from Harvard University. 

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

	   	  	  	  	  	  	  

COMMISSIONER CATHERINE J.K. SANDOVAL 
Catherine J.K. Sandoval was appointed by Governor Brown in January 2011 to serve as a 
Commissioner at the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  This post made her the first 
Latino CPUC Commissioner in the agency's 100-year history.  She serves as the Co-Vice-Chair of 
the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Telecommunications 
Committee, on the NARUC Federalism and Telecommunications Committee, and on the NARUC 
Utility Market Access Committee. She was appointed by the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to the Federal-State Joint Conference on Advanced Telecommunications Services. She has 
served since 2007 on the California Emerging Technology Fund Board of Expert Advisors. She is a 
tenured professor at Santa Clara University School of Law where she joined the faculty in 2004 and 
taught Telecommunications, Broadcast, and Internet Law, Antitrust Law, and Contracts.  She is an 
Adjunct Professor at U.C. Berkeley School of Law where she teaches Communications Law. She 
served as Undersecretary and Staff Director of the State of California's Business, Transportation, 
and Housing Agency from 2001-2004. She directed the FCC’s Office of Communications Business 
Opportunities and was a senior manager at the FCC from 1994-1999.  She was the Vice-President 
and General Counsel for Z-Spanish Media Corporation, and was an Associate at Munger, Tolles & 
Olson.  She clerked for Judge Dorothy W. Nelson on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals after 
earning her J.D. from Stanford Law School.  She earned a Masters of Letters in Politics from 
Oxford University. She graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. from Yale University.  She hails 
from Los Angeles and Montebello, California, and lives with her husband in Silicon Valley.    

 

SHANNON SPANHAKE 
Shannon Spanhake is the Deputy Innovation Officer for the City & County of San 
Francisco in the Office of Mayor Edwin M. Lee. She aims to drive economic 
development with innovation, achieve diversity and inclusion in tech, and to make 
government more responsive and efficient. Prior to this role, she was at a startup founded 
with her patented civic technology, which she was recognized in “100 Women Innovating 
Science and Technology” by the Grace Hopper Foundation and was a semifinalist in the 
Buckminster Fuller Inventor competition. Additionally, she has worked in India, Peru, 
Mexico and other emerging economies to unleash the transformative power of innovation 
to solve complex problems. 

COREY OWENS 
Corey Owens is Head of Global Public Policy at Uber Technologies, a software platform 
that connects consumers with transportation options in more than sixty cities around the 
world. Prior to Uber, Corey managed global public policy at Facebook, focusing on 
intellectual property, payments, taxation, and telecommunications policy matters. He 
previously held public policy and communications roles at the United Food and 
Commercial Workers International Union and the American Civil Liberties Union. Corey 
is a graduate of Truman State University and The George Washington University's 
Graduate School of Political Management. 

KEVIN LAWS 
Kevin Laws, COO of AngelList, Founder/Chairman Vast.com, Founder HipDial. 
Previously VP Product, Epinions (now Shopping.com, owned by EBay), investor 
or advisor for many startups including FlightFox, STEM, and Dulance (sold to 
Google). Past life: strategy consultant with Booz & Co, engineer for Computer 
Sciences Corporation, VC with PacRim Venture Partners.  MBA from MIT, 
Computer Science degree from Dickinson College. 

LAURA PIRRII 
Laura Pirri is Legal Director for Products at Twitter. She leads the team of product 
lawyers that help Twitter build innovative products for users around the world. 
Previously, Laura was Senior Counsel for Linden Lab, the makers of Second Life, the 
online 3D virtual world, and a litigator at San Francisco law firms where she represented 
Internet clients in a wide range of online content matters.  She has worked for the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation, a non-profit organization that advocates the rights of 
Internet users, and clerked for the Honorable Procter R. Hug, Jr. in the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals.  Laura is a graduate of Harvard Law School and Brown University. 
She is @lpirri on Twitter. 
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