October 22, 2012

Susan Rice

Ambassador to the United Nations
799 UN Plaza

New York, NY 10017-3505

RE: Threats Against Human Rights Attorney Mario Joseph
Dear Ambassador Rice:

We are writing to express our alarm about the escalating threats and intimidation against Attorney
Mario Joseph of the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) and other human rights lawyers in
Haiti. It is critically important that the Haitian government act swiftly and decisively to stop these
actions.

Attorney Joseph and his colleagues at BAI are at the forefront of human rights work in Haiti.
Among the causes they have championed are representing eight victims of former dictator Jean-
Claude Duvalier, protecting the rights of a wide array of grassroots organizations to engage in
peaceful protests against government policies, advancing labor and voting rights, representing
residents of internally displaced persons camps contesting illegal evictions, engaging in candid and
timely reporting to various international organizations on the status of human rights in Haiti,
including participation in the Universal Periodic Review of Haiti conducted by the United Nations
Human Rights Council, and focusing attention on violations of women’s rights, housing rights,
press freedom, and other rights of fundamental importance. Perhaps most visible on an international
level, Attorney Joseph has filed a complaint at the United Nations to hold the UN accountable for
the cholera epidemic that has ravaged Haiti and caused untold suffering.

Attorney Joseph began to receive violent death threats on his cell phone shortly after convening a
widely attended press conference on January 30, 2012, condemning the dismissal of charges against
former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier for political violence. In the immediate aftermath of
the press conference, the volume of threatening calls was often three to four times a day before
abating in March. Threats began again in July 2012, shortly after Attorney Joseph submitted a letter
to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights requesting an investigation of rampant human
rights violations in Haiti. While these calls have decreased over the last month, the message is
clear: when Attorney Joseph publicly advocates for respect for the rule of law, an independent
judiciary and holding Haiti accountable for human rights abuses, he runs the risk of violent threats
and, worse, the possibility that the callers will act on those threats with violence.

Violent threats have been accompanied by other efforts to intimidate Attorney Joseph. These efforts
include the presence of Haitian National Police outside the property of the BAI, police conducting
warrantless searches of selected persons leaving the premises, and a judge summoning Attorney
Joseph to appear before him and provide testimony on a matter that, while technically legitimate,
seemed designed to intimidate.

More recently, on September 28, 2012, the Chief Prosecutor of Port-au-Prince claimed that he was
terminated from his position for his refusal to issue arrest warrants for Attorney Joseph and 35
critics of the government, at the behest of the Ministry of Justice. The Ministry of Justice has
denied this claim but has declined to order an investigation. Even if such an order was not issued,
this public discourse serves to intimidate advocates and chill political participation.



Haiti has long struggled with corruption, poverty and instability. Courageous advocates like
Attorney Joseph are representing the disempowered and dispossessed, advocating for accountability
and striving to build the framework for civil society.

As lawyers concerned for human rights in Haiti, we:

1) Urge the Haitian government to respect national and international law. Specifically, the
authorities must: conduct an independent investigation of the charges of politically targeted arrest
warrants; implement measures to ensure independence, integrity and stability in the office of the
Chief Prosecutor in Port-au-Prince, where most of the charges against local authorities are brought;
and send an unmistakable message that threats and intimidation of lawyers and other activists will
not be tolerated.

2) Urge the U.S. government, which is Haiti’s largest financial and diplomatic supporter and which
played an active role in securing the election of President Martelly in 2011, to take steps to ensure
that the Haitian government does not persecute government critics or the lawyers who represent
them.

3) Urge the United Nations, particularly the U.N. Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH),
which provides substantial financial, diplomatic, and security support to the government of Haiti, to
provide protection to threatened human rights advocates, who are a vulnerable group in Haiti, and
to help build the capacity of the Haitian government to respect the rights of government critics and
their lawyers.

The international legal community is paying close attention.
Very truly yours,
Individual Sign-Ons (Institutional affiliations provided for identification purposes only)

1. Susan M. Akram, Clinical Professor of Law, Boston University School of Law

2. Raquel Aldana, Professor of Law and Director of Inter-American Program, Pacific McGeorge
School of Law

3. Robin Alexander, Director of International Affairs, United Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers of America (UE)

4.  Yonina Alexander, Legal Fellow, Center for Justice and Accountability

5. David Baluarte, Practitioner-in-Residence, International Human Rights Law Clinic, American
University Washington College of Law

6. Natasha Lycia Ora Bannan, Co-Chair, International Committee, National Lawyers Guild

7. Steven W. Bender, Professor, Seattle University School of Law

8. Almudena Bernabeu, International Attorney, Transitional Justice Program Director, CJA

9. Caroline Bettinger-Lopez, Associate Professor of Clinical Legal Education, University of
Miami School of Law

10. Audrey Bomse, National Lawyers Guild, Free Palestine Subcommittee Co-Chair

11. Blaine Bookey, Staff Attorney, Center for Gender & Refugee Studies

12. Lauren Carasik, Clinical Professor of Law, Director, International Human Rights Clinic,
Western New England University School of Law

13. Natalie Carpenter, Indiana University, Robert H. McKinney School of Law

14. John Willshire Carrera, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic at Greater Boston Legal
Services
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Arturo J. Carrillo, Clinical Professor of Law, Director, International Human Rights Clinic
George Washington University Law School

Megan Casebeer, USF Law Student

Leonard L. Cavise, Professor of Law, Director, Center for Public Interest Law, DePaul College
of Law

Sam Charron, Esq., Western New England University School of Law

William Childs, Esq., Austin, TX

Carol Chomsky, Professor of Law, University of Minnesota Law School

Marjorie Cohn, Professor of Law, Thomas Jefferson School of Law

Doug Colbert, Professor of Law, Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law

Brian Concannon Jr., Director, Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti

Jenny-Brooke Condon, Associate Professor, Seton Hall Law School

Erin B. Corcoran, Professor of Law, University of New Hampshire School of Law
Fernando Ribeiro Delgado, Clinical Instructor, Lecturer on Law, Human Rights Program
Harvard Law School

Sarah Dougherty, Esq., Harvard University

John Duff, Esg., Boston, MA

Jonathan Dunn, Law Offices of Jonathan Dunn, New York

Thomas F. Egan, Esq, Orlando, FL

Troy E. Elder, Senior Visiting Human Rights Fellow, Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for
International Human Rights, Yale Law School

Davida Finger, Assistant Clinical Professor, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law
Laurel Fletcher, Clinical Professor of Law, University of California, Berkeley, School of Law
Douglas Ford, Attorney Director, Immigration Clinic, University of Virginia School of Law,
Legal Aid Justice Center

Jeffrey Frank, National Lawyers Guild-Chicago

Scott Gilmore, Legal Fellow, The Center for Justice and Accountability

Marc-Tizoc Gonzalez, Assistant Professor of Law, St. Thomas University School of Law
Peter Goselin, Labor Attorney

Jennifer M. Green, Associate Professor of Clinical Instruction, Director, Human Rights
Litigation and International Advocacy Clinic, University of Minnesota Law School
Catherine M. Grosso, Associate Professor of Law, Michigan State University

Lauren Guynn

Laila Hlass, Clinical Teaching Fellow, Georgetown University Law Center

Deena R. Hurwitz, Director, International Human Rights Law Clinic, University of Virginia
School of Law

Kathleen Johnson, Law Office of Gespass and Johnson, National Lawyers Guild

Francisco J. Rivera Juaristi, Director, International Human Rights Clinic, Santa Clara
University School of Law

Johanna Kalb, Associate Professor of Law, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law
Charlotte Kates, Coordinator, National Lawyers Guild International Committee

Nancy Kelly, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic at Greater Boston Legal Services
Dr. Guy R. Knudsen, Esq., Attorney at Law.

William James Kopacz, Law Offices Kopacz, Paris, France

Hiroko Kusuda, Assistant Clinical Professor, Loyola University, New Orleans College of Law
Hope Lewis, Professor of Law, Northeastern University School of Law

Beatrice Lindstrom, Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti

Bert Lockwood, Distinguished Service Professor, Director, Urban Morgan Institute for Human
Rights, University of Cincinnati Law School

Beth Lyon, Professor of Law, Villanova University School of Law

Holly Maguigan, Professor of Clinical Law, New York University School of Law
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Tayyab Mahmud, Professor of Law, Director, Center for Global Justice, Seattle University
School of Law

David L. Mandel, Esq., Sacramento, Calif.

Anka Mason, Northampton, MA

Pamela Merchant, Executive Director, Center for Justice and Accountability

Daniel L. Meyers, Esg., Former President, National Lawyers Guild New York City Chapter
Colleen Mooney, Law Student, Western New England University School of Law

Lori A. Nessel, Professor of Law and Director, Center for Social Justice, Seton Hall University
School of Law

Ellen M. O'Connor, Attorney at Law, Indianapolis, IN

J.P. Ogilvy, Professor of Law, Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University

of America

Sarah Paoletti, Practice Associate Professor of Law

Amandine Paquet, Law Offices Kopacz, Paris, France

Marc R. Poirier, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law

Deborah A. Popowski, Lecturer on Law/Clinical Instructor, Harvard Law School

Dianne Post, Coordinator, Central Arizona Chapter National Lawyers Guild

Lucy Quacinella, Attorney at Law

Bill Quigley, Loyola University, New Orleans College of Law and Center for Constitutional
Rights

Fran Quigley, Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law

Vanessa Ramos, American Association of Jurists

Martha Rayner, Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Fordham University School of Law
Annabelle Reichenbach, Law Offices Kopacz, Paris, France

Audrey Robert-Ramirez, Esq.

Kathy Roberts, Staff Attorney, The Center for Justice & Accountability

Jane G. Rocamora, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic of Greater Boston Legal Services
Florence Wagman Roisman, William F. Harvey Professor of Law, Indiana University Robert
H. McKinney School of Law

Cesare Romano, Professor of Law, Loyola Law School

Stephen A. Rosenbaum, Lecturer, UC Berkeley School of Law

Natsu Taylor Saito, Professor of Law, Georgia State University College of Law

Tuan Samahon, Professor of Law, Villanova University School of Law

Margaret Satterthwaite, Global Justice Clinic, NYU School of Law

Susan Scott, National Lawyers Guild International Committee

Sudha Setty, Professor of Law, Western New England University School of Law

Ellen Shachter, Cambridge and Somerville Legal Services

Azadeh Shahshahani, President, National Lawyers Guild

James Silk, Clinical Professor of Law, Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights
Clinic, Yale Law School

Gwynne Skinner, Director, International Human Rights Clinic, Assistant Professor of Clinical
Law, Willamette University College of Law

James Richard Smith, Attorney, retired, Massachusetts

Ryan Smith, Esq., former Institute for Justice and Democracy and Haiti Intern

Judy Somberg, Attorney, Chair, National Lawyers Guild Task Force on the Americas

Pam Spees, Senior Staff Attorney, Center for Constitutional Rights

Eugene P. Squeo, Esq., New Jersey Forum for Human Rights

Suzanne C. Toton, Ed.D. Associate Professor, Theology and Religious Studies, Villanova
University

Vince Warren, Executive Director, Center for Constitutional Rights

Timothy Weber, Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law, JD, 2013



100. Jeanne M. Woods, Henry F. Bonura, Jr. Distinguished Professor of Law

Loyola University College of Law

Organizational Sign-Ons
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Center for Constitutional Rights

Center for Gender & Refugee Studies, University of California, Hastings College of the Law
Center for Justice and Accountability

Central Arizona Chapter National Lawyers Guild

Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Human Rights Clinic at the University of Texas School of Law

Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti

Refugee and Human Rights Clinic, University of California, Hastings College of the Law
Rights Action

10. Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice & Human Rights
11. Society of American Law Teachers

CC:

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
U.S. Department of State

Jean Renel Sanon
Minister of Justice

Commissaire du Gouvernement de Port-au-Prince
Me Gerald Norguaisse

Mariano Ferndndez, Special Representative of the Secretary-General
Department of Peacekeeping Operations

Commissioner José de Jesus Orozco Henriquez
Rapporteur on the Rights of Human Rights Defenders
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Organization of American States

Margaret Sekaggya
United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

Members of the United Nations Security Counsel

H.E. Ambassador Vitaly Churkin, Russia

Guo XiaoMei, Counsellor and Legal Adviser of the Chinese Mission to the United Nations
Geérard Araud, Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations

Mark Lyall Grant, UK Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Jeffrey DiLaurentis, US Ambassador

Dr. Peter Wittig, Germany Ambassador

Gert Rosenthal, Guatemala Ambassador

Hardeep Singh Puri, India Ambassador

Salam Aleikum, Morocco Ambassador

H.E. Mr. Masood Khan, Pakistan Ambassador

José Filipe Moraes Cabral, Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United Nations
Baso Sangqu, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of South Africa



Kodjo Menan, Permanent Representative of Togo to United Nations
H.E. Mr. Agshin Mehdiyev, Azerbaijan Representative
H.E. Mr. Nestor Osorio, Columbia Permanent Representative



