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SETON HALL UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW  
CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS CLINIC 

833 McCarter Highway 

Newark, New Jersey  07102 

 

 
       Lori Nessel, Esq., Director, CSJ, and Professor of Law                            (973) 642-8700 

       Lori.Nessel@shu.edu                          Fax (973) 642-5939 

 

 

November 2, 2012 

 

Susan Rice  

Ambassador to the United Nations  

799 UN Plaza  

New York, NY 10017-3505 
 

 RE: Threats Against Human Rights Defender Evel Fanfan 

 

Dear Susan Rice: 

 

 We are writing to express our alarm about the escalation of the threats and intimidation 

against attorney and human rights activist Evel Fanfan of Action des Unites Motivées pour une 

Haiti de Droits (AUMOHD).  It is urgent that the Haitian government act quickly and decisively 

to stop these hostilities against Evel Fanfan, and other human rights defenders who are 

increasingly at risk in Haiti. 

 

 Attorney Fanfan is actively engaged in human rights work in Haiti on multiple levels.  As 

a labor lawyer in Port-au-Prince, Mr. Fanfan’s recent human rights work includes working to re-

structure Haiti’s anachronistic labor code; initiating a public outreach campaign to pressure the 

Haitian government and other employers to respect the minimum wage; helping to organize 

workers to advocate for better wages and conditions; and submitting a request to the Haitian 

government to pay workers proper wages and to provide them with their lawfully-entitled 

benefits.  His most prominent role, both domestically and internationally, has been advocating 

for the victims of the Grand Ravine massacre, which was committed by the Haitian police and 

various armed gangs in August 2005.  Most recently, Fanfan has been finalizing a petition before 

the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights accusing the Haitian government of failing to 

protect the rights of its citizens and failing to hold the perpetrators of the massacre accountable. 

 

 Attorney Fanfan’s life has been threatened since the beginning of his advocacy for the 

victims and residents of Grand Ravine following the massacre.  His colleague, and good friend, 

Bruner Esterne was murdered in September 2006 as he was coming from a meeting with Fanfan 

regarding the massacre.  Fanfan also began to receive phone calls threatening that he would “pay 

for” his campaign for accountability.  These intimidating messages and phone calls not only 
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target him, but also his staff and family, including his three children.  The anonymous callers 

state they know where his children go to school, as well as the identity of their driver and model 

of the car. 

 

 As a result of Attorney Fanfan’s recent press conferences and interviews, conducted on 

October 11 and 18, 2012, regarding the Grand Ravine massacre and the forthcoming filing of the 

petition before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Fanfan was the target of an 

assassination attempt.  Late on Tuesday, October 23, 2012, as he was leaving his office after 

returning from a meeting with workers, Fanfan was prevented from driving home by two large 

vehicles blocking the street in either direction.  After blowing his horn to get them to move, he 

called the police.  One car shifted its position and opened fire on Attorney Fanfan.  Thankfully, 

he escaped unharmed, but the shooter called out that had there not been civilians on the street, he 

would have murdered him in his car and that he would be back at a more appropriate time to 

finish the job.  Attorney Fanfan filed a police report.  He had been strongly supported in his work 

by the head of the Haitian National Police, Mario Andersol, who was, however, recently 

removed from his position by Haitian President Martelly.  This move has caused concern. 

 

 Haiti has long struggled with corruption, instability, and impunity.  As a labor and human 

rights lawyer who represents the vulnerable and victimized, Attorney Fanfan plays a crucial role 

in pushing for justice and accountability in Haiti.    

 

As lawyers concerned with human rights in Haiti, we: 

 

1. Urge the Haitian government to respect national and international law.  Specifically, the 

authorities must fully investigate the assassination attempt against Attorney Fanfan and 

subsequent threats against him, his family, and his staff; provide justice and reparations 

for the victims of the Grand Ravine massacre; and send an unmistakable message that 

threats and intimidation of lawyers and activists will not be tolerated. 

2. Urge the U.S. government, which is the government of Haiti’s largest financial and 

diplomatic supporter, to play an active role in ensuring that the Haitian government 

adequately protects Attorney Fanfan, his family, and his staff, prosecutes his attackers, 

and provides justice and reparations to the victims of the Grand Ravine massacre. 

3. Urge the United Nations, particularly the U.N. Stabilization Mission in Haiti 

(MINUSTAH), which provides substantial financial, diplomatic, and security support to 

the government of Haiti, to provide protection to the threatened Attorney Fanfan and his 

family and staff who, as human rights advocates, are a vulnerable group in Haiti and to 

help build the capacity of the Haitian government to respect the rights of human rights 

activists and lawyers. 

 

 

The international legal community is paying close attention. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 
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Individual Sign-Ons (Institutional affiliations provided for identification purposes only): 

 

1. Susan M. Akram, Clinical Professor, Asylum and Human Rights Program, Boston 

University School of Law 

2. Deborah Anker, Clinical Professor, Director, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic, 

Harvard Law School  

3. David C. Baluarte, Practitioner in Residence & Arbenz Fellow, International Human 

Rights Law Clinic, American University, Washington College of Law  

4. Jon Bauer, Clinical Professor of Law and Director, Asylum and Human Rights Clinic, 

University of Connecticut School of Law 

5. Kristen E. Boon, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

6. Janet M. Calvo, Professor, CUNY School of Law 

7. Lauren Carasik, Clinical Professor of Law, Co-Director of Experiential Learning, 

Director, International Human Rights Clinic, Western New England University School of 

Law 

8. Carl Coleman, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

9. Jenny-Brooke Condon, Associate Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

10. Davida Finger, Assistant Clinical Professor, Loyola University New Orleans College of 

Law 

11. Bernard K. Freamon, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

12. Paula Galowitz 

13. Jonathan Hafetz, Associate Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

14. Dr. Barbara E. Harrell-Bond, OBE 

15. Jeffrey Heller, Vera Institute of Justice, Guardianship Project  

16. Laura A. Hernandez, Associate Professor, Baylor Law School 

17. Kristina M. Hon, Student, Seton Hall University School of Law 

18. L. Patricia Ice, Director, Mississippi Immigrants Rights Alliance  

19. Brian J. Jacek, Student, Seton Hall University School of Law 

20. G. Yasmin Jacob, Supervising Attorney, Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Inc. 

21. Kevin B. Kelly, Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of 

Law 

22. Rachel E. Lopez, Visiting Assistant Clinical Professor & CCR Cooperating Attorney, 

Seton Hall University School of Law 

23. Tom Luce 

24. Paul Lufkin, Adjunct Professor of Constitutional Law, San Francisco Law School  

25. Solangel Maldonado, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

26. Lynn Marcus, Co-Director, Immigration Law Clinic, University of Arizona Rogers 

College of Law  

27. Fatma E. Marouf, Associate Professor of Law, Co-Director of the Immigration Clinic, 

William S. Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas  

28. Margaret Martin, Clinical Instructor, Seton Hall University School of Law 

29. Miriam Marton, Asylum & Human Rights Clinic, University of Connecticut, School of 

Law 
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30. Andrea McDowell, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

31. Denis F. McLaughlin, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

32. Allegra M. McLeod, Associate Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law Center 

33. Vanessa Merton, Faculty Supervisor, Immigration Justice Clinic, Pace University School 

of Law 

34. Jessica Miles, Assistant Clinical Professor, Seton Hall University School of Law 

35. Jennifer Moore, Professor of Law, University of New Mexico School of Law  

36. Lori A. Nessel, Professor of Law and Director, Center for Social Justice, Seton Hall 

University School of Law 

37. Mark Noferi, Instructor of Legal Writing, Brooklyn Law School 

38. David W. Opderbeck, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law 

39. John Palmer, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School  

40. Frank A. Pasquale, Schering-Plough Professor in Health Care Regulation and 

Enforcement, Seton Hall University School of Law 

41. Marc R. Poirier, Professor of Law, Seton Hall University School of Law  

42. Dr. Doris Marie Provine, Professor Emerita, Arizona State University 

43. Bill Quigley, Professor, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law 

44. Francisco J. Rivera Juaristi, Director, International Human Rights Clinic, Santa Clara 

University School of Law 

45. Jane G. Rocamora, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic of Greater Boston Legal 

Services  

46. Cesare P.R. Romano, Ph.D., LL.M, D.E.S., Professor of Law, W. Joseph Ford Fellow, 

Loyola Law School Los Angeles  

47. Jonathan Romberg, Associate Professor, Seton Hall University School of Law 

48. Victor C. Romero, Maureen B. Cavanaugh Distinguished Faculty Scholar & Professor of 

Law, The Pennsylvania State University, Dickinson School of Law  

49. Stephen A. Rosenbaum, Lecturer, Stanford Law School and UC Berkeley Law School  

50. Galya Ruffer, J.D., Ph.D., Northwestern University 

51. Britton Schwartz, Clinical Fellow at the International Human Rights Clinic, Santa Clara 

University School of Law  

52. Eugene P. Squeo, New Jersey Forum for Human Rights 

53. Diane Uchimiya, Professor of Law, Director of the Justice and Immigration Clinic, 

University of La Verne Law School  

54. Virgil O. Wiebe, Director of Clinical Legal Education, Professor of Law, University of 

St. Thomas School of Law  

55. Deborah M. Weissman, Reef C. Ivey II Distinguished Professor of Law, University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Law 

56. Michelle McKinley, Associate Professor and Associate Dean for Faculty Development, 

University of Oregon School of Law 

57. Jennifer M. Green, Associate Professor of Clinical Instruction and Director of the Human 

Rights Litigation  and International Advocacy Clinic, University of Minnesota Law 

School 
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Organizational Sign-Ons: 

 

1. Center for Gender & Refugee Studies, UC Hastings College of the Law 

2. Center for Social Justice, Seton Hall University School of Law 

3. Hastings to Haiti Partnership, UC Hastings College of the Law 

4. Human Rights Litigation and International Advocacy Clinic, University of Minnesota 

Law School 

 

 


