
 

 

 

THE GRAPEVINE 
 

Week 11 –March 26, 2018 

 

March   
  

 

Welcome 
 

The Grapevine is your weekly newsletter published by the SBA for law students. The 

Grapevine features a weekly calendar of events as well as news from the SBA, and 

announcements from various on campus clubs.  

 Submissions  
 

The Grapevine is produced by your SBA Secretary. Submissions must be e-mailed to Kelly 

Watkins at KWatkins@scu.edu  by Friday at 5:00 PM to be included in the following weeks 

newsletter. 

Your 2017- 2018 SBA Board Members 
 

Christian Girgis & Kris Octabiano 

Presidents 

 

Mikaela Burkhardt 

Vice President of Full Time Students 

 

Kevin Lee & Sarah Swaty  

Vice Presidents of Part Time Students 

 

Karin Hjorth 

Vice President of External Affairs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Justin Jimenez  

Community Service Chair 

 

David Williams & Sean Phillips   

Directors of Internal Communications 

  

Ariel Keller & Chase Carlile  

Treasurers 

 

Kelly Watkins 

Secretary

mailto:KWatkins@scu.edu


 
  

 

Announcements  

Did you spend personal money for a LSO sponsored event? There will be three more Ad Hoc meetings 

for this semester. They are currently scheduled for: 

April 2, 16 and 30. Room TBD. 

 

If you would like to be reimbursed, please fill out the Ad Hoc Request Form and come to one of the 

follow meetings.  

 

It is Wellness Week. Keep on the lookout for various events happening aimed at Wellness.  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

 

12:00 PM – 
Animal Law 
Society Puppy 
Party @ Grassy 
Area btwn Bannan 
and Engineering 
Building 

 

12:00 PM – 
Orientation to Fall 
Recruitment @ 
B127 
 
12:00 PM – SELS 
Entertainment 
Panel @B139 

 

 

 

 

 

4:00 PM – Get to 
Know 
Congressman Ro 
Khanna @ B127 

 
5:00 PM – 
Orientation to Fall 
Recruitment @ 
B139 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12:00 PM – 
Ignatian 
Spirituality for 
Lawyers @ B135 
 
12:00 PM – LLM 
Students: Resume 
Lab @B238 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 PM –  OCM 
Meet the 
Employers: 
Preview to Fall 
Recruitment @ 
Adobe Lodge 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12:00 PM – Your 
UnBirthday Party 
@Bannan Lounge 

 

12:00 PM – 
Refugee and 
Immigration Law 
@B127 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 PM – BRICS: 
Con Law 2 @ B127 

 
1:00 PM – BBQ 
Social @Alumni 
Park 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00 PM – 
Passover Seder 
Dinner @ CH 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11:00 PM – 
Amazon Guest 
Speakers @ CH 
206 
 
12:00 PM – Social 
Justice Speaker 
Series: Why the 
DUI Models Don’t 
Fit Marijuanna 
Impairment @ 
B135 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
6:00 PM – 
Rainmaking: How 
to Build Client 
Relationships & 
Grow Professional 
Development @ 
CH104 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No School – Good 
Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

Event Details 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Law Society Puppy Party 

12:00 PM| Grassy Area Between Engineer Building and Bannan 

Join ALS for a Wellness Week at a Puppy Party for Wellness Week.  

 

Monday, 

March 26 

 

 

Orientation to Fall Recruitment  

12:00 PM| Bannan 127 

5:00 PM | Bannan 135 

Choose between two information sessions to learn more from the OCM about the Fall On-

Campus Interview Program.  

 

  

SELS Entertainment Panel 

12:00 PM| Bannan 139 

Come join SELS and hear various speakers including Stephanie Sales, Pandora, Marisa Brutoco, 

Amazon Lab126, and Sonja Kim, Pandora.  

 

  

Get to Know Congressman Ro Khanna  

4:00 PM| Bannan 127 

ACS will host Congressman Ro Khanna, CA-17. Come join for a discussion including a variety of 

topics. There will be a short reception to follow in Bannan lounge. Food will be provided.  

 

 

Tuesday, 

March 27 

 

 

Jesuit Values in Legal Education – Ignatian Spirituality for Lawyers by Dean Kevin O’Brian, S.J. and J.D. 

12:00 PM| Bannan 135 

With Dean Kevin O’Brian, S.J. and J.D. Come join a discussion about Ignatian Spirituality for 

lawyers. Food provided. Sponsored by Campus Ministry’s Jesuit Values in Legal Education and St. 

Thomas Moore Society. 

 

  

LLM Students: Resume Lab 

12:00 PM| Bannan 238 

Come out during your lunch hour to learn about how to best craft your resume as an LLM student, 

and how to put your best food forward in your job search! Don’t forget to bring a copy of your 

resume.  

 

  

Meet the Employers: Preview to Fall Recruitment  

5:00 P- 7:00 PM| Adobe Lodge 

Want a chance to meet the employers who will be on campus in the fall for on-campus 

interviews? Come out to the Adobe Lodge to speak with many employers while enjoying food 

and drinks! Attire: Business Professional. Sponsored by OCM.  

  

 

 

 

Refugee and Immigration Law 

12:00 PM| Bannan 127 

Come join us for a lunch talk with Emily-Arnold Fernandez, Executive Director of Asylum Access. 2 

million+ refugees have been impacted worldwide thanks to the Asylum Access’ work to dismantle 

barriers to refugees’ economic and civic participation.  

 



 
  

 

Wednesday, 

March 28 

 

 

Your Unbirthday Party 

12:00 PM| Bannan Lounge 

There will be cake, balloons, and music because it is a celebration of you! Hosted by the Wellness 

TaskForce and Health Law Society.  

 

 

 

 

BBQ Social with ACS 

1:00 PM| Alumni Park 

Come join ACS for fun, food and friends. 

 

 

 

 

BRICS: Con Law 2 

1:00 PM| Bannan 127 

This event will be recorded.  

 

  

 

Passover Seder and Dinner 

6:00 PM| Charney Hall 

Come join the Jewish Law Students Association for a Seder dinner. Sponsored by the Hillel of Silicon Valley 

and Santa Clara University Campus Ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon Guest Speakers  

11:00 PM| Charney Hall, 206 

Sponsored by Women & Law, CHiPS and SALSA. Come hear two guest speakers who are 

attorneys with Amazon. Stephanie Burns, VP and Associate General Counsel and Roxana Niktab, 

Sr. Corporate Counsel, Lab 126 of Amazon. There will be a light lunch provided. The goal is to give 

students a taste of what it is like to work in-house counsel  

 

Thursday, 

March 29 

 

Social Justice Speaker Series: Andrea Roth (Berkely): Why DUI Models Don’t Fit Marijuana 

Impairment  

12:00 PM | Bannan 135 

Come hear a discussion on why the DUI Models do not fit Marijuana impairment.  

 

 Rainmaking: How to Build Client Relationship & Grow Professional Development  

6:00 PM| Charney Hall 104 

There will be a panel discussion with many different lawyers including: 

Heidi Swartz, Facebook, Colleen Davies, Reed Smith, Stephanie Burns, Amazon and Neda 

Mansoorian, Oleander Law Partners. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 6, 2018 

Santa Clara Olympics 

For more details contact Jojo Choi. 

 

April 10, 2018 

U.S. v. Microsoft, the role of the UN privacy rapporteur and the MAPPING project.  

Guest Speaker: Professor Joseph Cannataci 

12:00 PM @ Bannan 139 

 

April 16, 2018 



 
  

Algorithms for Criminal Justice Reform 

Guest Speaker: Camelia Simoiu 

12:00 PM, Bannan 139 

 

April 19, 2018 

Privacy, Personality and Progress on Surveillance 

7:00 PM – 8:30 PM @ Mission Room, Benson Center 

 

 



The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Spiritual Wellness Pillar

Here at SCU, where people of every faith and background are welcome, your

Jesuit education is an invitation to fully-develop every dimension of your 

humanity. 

Kerry Duncan, 3L and Wellness Task Force Member, outside the Campus Ministry.  



 
 

 

      

INTERNAL TRIAL TEAM 

FUNDRAISER 
 

HOSTED AT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come hang out with the trial team and local attorneys 

to learn how to pursue a career in litigation! 
 

Wednesday, March 28 4:30-6:30 PM 
 

 



Are you a star baker? 
Prove your skills at the Unbirthday Party on

Wednesday, March 28 at 12pm in the Bannan Lounge.

Submit two dozen of your best baked at home goods at 
noon and be judged by a panel of your peers. Verdicts 
will be based on taste and application of the Alice in 

Wonderland theme. Feel free to partner up to create your 
masterpieces. 

If you are crowned the Best SCU Law Baker, you will get 
not only epic bragging rights but also 

THE GOLDEN WHISK!

Hosted by the Health Law Society

For more information and contest questions, please contact kduncan@scu.edu.



Don’t be late for a 
very important date!

we Don’t neeD a reason to celebrate 

You’ve worked so hard and are here.
let’s have some Tea

anD Don’t be tarDY for…

your 
unbirthday 

party!

We will have cake, balloons, and
music too 

because it is a celebration of you!

Wednesday, March 28
12-1pm

Bannan Lounge
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The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Physical Wellness Pillar

Regular physical activity, a healthy diet, and sufficient sleep are necessary 
to help combat the stress of law school. 

Jill Klees, Director of Student Life at SCU Law and Wellness Taskforce Member @ the new outdoor rec 
area next to Malley Center



Student Services Notes 

March  26, 2018 

ATTENTION GRADUATING 
STUDENTS: 

The  Application for the July 2018 California Bar 

Exam is now available! 

For more information, please visit the State Bar of California Web-

site at http://admissions.calbar.ca.gov/Examinations/

CaliforniaBarExam.aspx  

March 26-

27 

Wellness Week 

March 30 Good Friday; academic 

& administrative holiday 

April 1 Easter 

April 2-6 Summer Registration 

April 25 Admin. Friday.; all Friday 

classes meeting in place 

of all Wed.  

Classes 

April 25 Last Day of Class 

April 26-29 Reading period 

April 30—

May 15 

Exam period 

Important Dates: 

Keep in Mind  

Summer Registration is from April 2-6.  

You can find a copy of the tentative 

schedule at Law.scu.edu > Current Stu-

dents >Course Schedule > Summer 2018 

(Tentative) 

Wellness Tip: 

Name one thing you are grateful for… 

ready, set, go!  

Spring Wellness Week is March 26-27, 2018!  

Take some time to have fun and de-stress!  

 

RUMOR MILL:  If I wake up sick the day of my final 

exam, I should email my professor immediately.  

 

Students should NOT communicate with professors 

regarding the administration of final exams. If a 

student has a serious illness or medical emergency, 

contact Law Student Services immediately: lawstu-

dentservices@scu.edu or 408-554-4766. If you are 

on campus, consult the head proctor prior to the 

start of the exam.  

http://admissions.calbar.ca.gov/Examinations/CaliforniaBarExam.aspx
http://admissions.calbar.ca.gov/Examinations/CaliforniaBarExam.aspx


Fighting S e r i o u s  Crimes:  

Strategies and Tactics for  

Conflict-Affected Societies 

Book Talk by Colette Rausch 

Associate Vice President at the U.S. Institute of Peace  

SCU Law Alum  
 

Wednesday April 4th 

Charney 104 from 4:10-5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Co-Sponsored By:  

The Center for Global Law and Policy and the Political Science Department 



6th Annual Spring 
Symposium  

on  
Climate Change

Wednesday April 4th, 2018 
At the Benson Center,  

Williman Room 

Networking mixer begins at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by a panel discussion  

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Food & Drinks Provided

Elly	Benson	
Sierra	Club	Environmental	

Law	Program

Cecilia	Segal	
Natural	Resources	Defense	

Council

Darrin	Gambelin	
Downey	Brand,	LLP	

SCU	Law	‘10

Julie	Henderson	
Cal	EPA	

SCU	Law	‘87
David	Sandino	

California	Department	of	
Water	Resources	
SCU	Law	‘84

Marie	Logan	
Earthjustice

Santa Clara University 
Environmental Law Society Presents: 





Bubbles with the Board 
 

 
April 11, 2018  

5:00 – 6:00 pm  

Charney Hall 

Mabie Grand Atrium  

 

 
 

Festivities begin at 5:00 pm on Wednesday.   

Come and meet some of our current Law 

Alumni Board members.  The raffle drawing 

will happen at 5:30 PM.*   
* (Must be present to win)  

 

So join us as we celebrate you and your 

accomplishments with cake and cider!  
  



GRAD CELEBRATION 
 

 

The following departments will 

have tables: 

 

• Office of Career Management – 

career resources  

 

• Office of Academic & Bar 

Success – Bar prep 

 

• Law Student Services –

commencement seating chart, 

SBA Board certificates, Journal 

Board member certificates  

 

 

 

Stop by Tuesday and Wednesday to select 

your commencement seating, pick up your 

certificate, get Bar prep resources, and 

much more! 
 

April 10 & 11, 2018 

12:00 – 1:00 PM & 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

Charney Hall 

Mabie Grand Atrium  



                                            ACS Events March/April 2018 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

Mar 26 

 

Get to Know 

Congressman Ro 

Khanna 

B127 @ 4 PM 

27 

 

 

28 

 

BBQ Social 

Alumni Park  

1 PM 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

 

April 1 

  

 

2 3 4 

ACS/Federalist 

Society Masterpiece 

Cakeshop Debate 

B142 @ 12 PM 

5 6 

 

7 

 

  

 

8 

  

 

9  

 

10 

 

 

11 

 

BBQ Social 

Alumni Park  

1 PM 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

15 

  

 

 

16 

  

 

17 
 

 

 

18 

 

Podcast and People: 

Cambridge 

Analytica 

Location TBD 

5 PM 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 23 

 

Being an Authentic 

Progressive Lawyer at 

Work 

B139 @ 12 PM 

24 25 

 

BBQ Social 

Alumni Park  

1 PM 

26 27 28 
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37th Annual Banquet
Friday, March 30, 2018

Cocktails: 5:30 -7:30 pm/ Dinner Program: 7:30-9:30pm
Keynote Speaker: Honorable Drew C. Takaichi of Santa Clara County Superior Court

Location: China Stix (2110 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95050)
Join us for a 10-course meal, networking, raffle, and so much more!

$20 students / $30 faculty / $40 other guests

Tickets available: https://commerce.cashnet.com/LAW3APALSA
Questions? Email: apalsa.at.scu@gmail.com

asian pacific american law student association

santa clara university school of law



 
 
  
  
  

THE  BALRA  DIVERSITY  COMMITTEE  IS  PLEASED  TO  INVITE  YOU  TO  THE  
  
8th  ANNUAL  DIVERSITY  SPEED  NETWORKING  EVENT  &  RECEPTION  

  
For  First  Year  Law  Students  &  Attorneys  

Wednesday,  April  11th  s  5:30  pm  to  8:00  pm  
UC  Hastings  College  of  the  Law  s  Louis  B.  Mayer  Lounge  

198  McAllister  Street  s  San  Francisco  
  
To  promote  diversity  and  inclusion  in  the  Bay  Area  legal  community,  the  BALRA  
Diversity  Committee  sponsors  the  annual  Diversity  Speed  Networking  Event  &  
Reception,  which  is  an  opportunity  for  diverse  1Ls  to  meet  and  talk  to  attorneys  from  
BALRA  member  law  firms  and  local  in-house  legal  departments.    The  BALRA  Diversity  
Committee  defines  “diverse”  broadly  and  includes  racial,  religious,  sexual  orientation,  
gender  identity,  disability,  or  socio-economic  diversity.      
  
Last  year,  nearly  45  attorneys  and  40  law  students  participated.    We  hope  this  BALRA-
sponsored  program  continues  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  cultivating  professional  
relationships  between  law  students  and  attorneys  and  demonstrates  BALRA’s  long-
standing  commitment  to  diverse  students.      
  
EVENT  LOGISTICS:  
5:30  pm  to  6:00  pm  –  Check-In  &  Registration.  
6:00  pm  to  7:00  pm  –  Speed  Networking.    Participants  will  network  in  small  

      groups  for  20  mins  each.  
7:00  pm  to  8:00  pm  –  Reception  with  Refreshments.  

      Attorneys  and  students  continue  networking.    
  
RSVP  INFORMATION:  
Each  school  is  invited  to  send  ten  (10)  students  to  this  event.    
  
Please  RSVP  to  this  link:  
https://goo.gl/forms/aqftkS6ktKT3PyqA2  
no  later  than  Tuesday,  April  3rd,  2018.  Space  is  limited,  and  the  first  10  students  to  
RSVP  will  receive  a  spot  at  the  event.  We  will  create  a  wait  list  for  additional  
students  who  RSVP.  
           
For  additional  information,  please  feel  free  Christina  Johnson  at  ccjohnson@scu.edu.  
  
We  look  forward  to  your  participation.    
  
Best  regards,  
  
Christina  Johnson  
Program  Coordinator  
Office  of  Career  Management  
BALRA  Diversity  Committee  Member  
  
  
  



SOUL FOOD 
SALE 

BLSA

Come support BLSA and enjoy 

delicious soul food dishes. 

Plates starting at just $3!

Tuesday, March 27th  from 12-1pm in the 

Bannan Lounge 

Cash & Venmo Accepted 





The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Emotional Wellness Pillar

You	can	keep	your	emotional	wellness	a	priority	by	utilizing	counseling	appointments	
with	Law	Student	Services,	Cowell,	or	the	interactive	stress	and	relaxation	program.

Wellness	Task	Force	members,	Katie	Rabago and	Lauren	Cotton,	
at	the	Cowell	Center		



The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Environmental Wellness Pillar

Our surroundings can have a significant impact on our overall mood and 
level of stress. SCU hosts a variety of spaces on campus for you to 

discover what environment promotes your personal wellness.

(Left) Amanda Lee, 3L, holding the Pillars at the benches outside Charney hall.  (Right) Jill Klees, Director 
of Student Life, enjoying the flowers outside Bannan Hall.



BLUEBOOK 
TRAINING

Prepare for LARAW  

Learn how to use the Bluebook 

Prepare to write onto a journal

Perfect your citations!  

Monday, April 2nd 

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bannan 139

FOOD PROVIDED!
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RESUME LAB
 LL .M .  STUDENTS :

RESUME LAB
MARCH 27 | 12PM-1PM | BANNAN 238

Come out during your lunch hour to learn 

about how to best craft your resume as 

an LL.M. student, and how to put your 

best foot forward in your job search! 

 

Don't forget to bring a copy of your 

resume!

to Sarah Tesconi 
at 

stesconi@scu.edu
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The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Occupational Wellness Pillar

Resume	review,	mock	interviews	and	the	SCU	Law	Jobs	portal	can	help	combat	the	
stress	of	finding	a	legal	internship.	

Professor	and	Wellness	Task	Force	member,	Michelle	Oberman with	Program	Coordinator	of	
the	Office	of	Career	Management,	Christina	Johnson	in	the	OCM	office.		



 CHOOSE  BETWEEN  TWO 
INFORMATION SESS IONS  

TO  LEARN  MORE  FROM THE  
OCM ABOUT  THE  FALL  

ON -CAMPUS  INTERV IEW 
PROGRAM 

M a r c h  2 6  
1 2 p m - 1 p m  i n  B 1 2 7  
  5 p m - 6 p m  i n  B 1 3 5  

RSVP HERE 

ORIENTATION TO 
FALL 

RECRUITMENT

goo.gl/forms/tIdLJo 
YqYHpRwjjP2

Or Use Snapchat to RSVP!

http://goo.gl/forms/tIdLJoYqYHpRwjjP2


The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Financial Wellness Pillar

Learn to manage day-day spending, living on a budget, and developing a 

post-graduation financial plan is the best way to promote financial 

wellness. 

Tim Zunich, 2L and Wellness Task Force 

Member outside the Financial Aid Office
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Stephanie Burns is the Vice President and Associate General Counsel for Amazon’s
Worldwide Operations business. Following law school, Stephanie was an associate in
the Communications, Media and Information Technology practice group of Davis
Wright Tremaine in Portland, Oregon where she focused on supporting clients in the
telecommunications and tech industries. In 1999 she joined a firm client and
automotive eCommerce company, Chrome Systems, to become its first in-‐house legal
counsel. Stephanie joined Amazon in 2004 to lead its IT Infrastructure Legal team and 6
years later, transitioned to a leading the legal support for North America Operations. In
2013, Stephanie assumed legal responsibility for Amazon’s Operations business
globally. She has worked closely with the business in launching new initiatives around
the world, including Prime Air (drones), Amazon Robotics, Amazon Key, Amazon
Logistics, Amazon Flex and Prime Now.

Stephanie received her undergraduate degree in Radio, TV & Film from Northwestern
University and JD and High Tech Law Certificate from Santa Clara University School of
Law. Stephanie is a member of Santa Clara Law’s High Tech Advisory Board, and she is
the Co-‐Chair of the Pacific Northwest Chapter of ChIPs, a global nonprofit organization
focused on advancing and connecting women in technology, law and policy.

Roxana Niktab
Sr. Corporate Counsel, Lab126

Roxana Niktab is a Senior Corporate Counsel working with Lab126’s business teams in
Sunnyvale, California. She joined Amazon in July 2014 working in partnership with the
Hardware Development team at the Lab and was promoted to Senior Corporate
Counsel in September 2017 and provides the operations and supply chain legal
support for Amazon’s devices business. Before joining Amazon Roxana worked at
Sullivan & Cromwell and Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP as an Intellectual Property
Transactions Associate.

Roxana	  was	  a	  Program	  Manager	  at	  Cisco	  from	  2006	  until	  2011	  while	  attending	  Santa	  
Clara	  University	  School	  of	  Law	  as	  a	  part	  time	  evening	  student.	  Roxana	  also	  holds	  an	  MS	  
in	  Industrial	  Engineering	  from	  San	  Jose	  State	  University	  and	  BS	  in	  Software	  Engineering	  
from	  Shahid Beheshti University.

DATE: March 29, 2018
LOCATION: Charney Hall, Room #206

TIME:11:00-12:00 p.m. 
Light lunch provided

Stephanie Burns
Vice President and Associate General Counsel, Amazon

Guest Speakers

Sponsored by Women & Law and ChIPS



The 8 Pillars of Wellness

Social Wellness Pillar

A feeling of community and connection is important to building resiliency and 
combating the stresses of law school.

Students come together to combat stress with a four legged friend at a Puppy 
Party hosted by the Health Law Society.


