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Jacques N. Couvas. Jacques N. Couvas holds degrees of Master in Business 
Administration and of Master in European Union Law, post-graduate diplomas and 
certificates in Executive Management, Financial Strategy, Italian Literature, and 
European Marketing Management, is completing a Ph.D. degree in EU Law, and is 
fluent in English, French, Italian, and Greek. He teaches at several universities in 
Turkey, and an international consultant, advising U.S. and European multinationals 
on corporate and business strategies for entering the regional markets of Eastern 
Mediterranean and Eurasia. He has extensive experience in modern Information and 
Communications Technologies (ICT), the media and the hospitality industries. 
Couvas has held CEO, COO and executive officer positions with public and private 
companies, such as Service 800 (an investment of AT&T, Krupp Industries, Adia 
International, and Stanford Research Institute), Skytel Inc. (a subsidiary of Verizon-
MCI), Glenayre Technologies, Kepner Tregoe, Global Crossing, and Hyatt 
Corporation. He has also held directorships on the boards of corporations in Europe, 
the U.S., Asia, and the Middle East, and led M&A, JV, Strategic Alliances, and private 
and public refinance projects. He has served on various committees of the 
International Telecommunications Union of the United Nations, the European 
Telecommunications Standards Institute, the European Conference of Posts and 
Telecommunications, and as corporate and industry representative and advocate at 
the European Commission, the Federal Communications Commission (U.S.), and the 
World Economic Forum.  His fields of academic interest and research are strategy, 
leadership, globalization, international negotiations, corporate governance, and EU 
law. Other areas of interest include Roman, Ottoman, Modern Turkish, and Balkan 
history, comparative constitutional law, and Middle Eastern politics. He lives in 
Ankara and Geneva. 
 
 
Kai N. Schneider. K Kai Schneider is a partner in the Dubai office of Latham & 
Watkins and head of the investment funds practice in the Middle East and Africa. His 
practice focuses on investment funds, joint ventures and private equity. Mr. 
Schneider has extensive experience advising clients on the formation of and 
investment in a wide variety of Shari’ah-compliant and conventional private 
investment funds, including private equity funds, venture capital funds, buyout 
funds, mezzanine funds, real estate funds, hedge funds, distressed asset funds, 
funds-of-funds, secondaries and other industry and geographic specific funds. He 
regularly advises sponsors on accessing the US market as well as on regional 
licensing and securities laws. In addition, he counsels clients on cross border 
transactions, including acquisitions and joint ventures. Mr. Schneider is recognized 
in the 2011 editions of Legal 500 and Chambers Global for his investment funds 
expertise and is praised by clients for working to "very tight timescales" and his 
"comprehensive funds advice.” 
 



David Walker. David Walker is a Senior Associate with Al Ruwayeh & Partners 
("ASAR"), the leading law firm in Kuwait and one of the leading law firms in the Gulf 
region.  After earnign his JD from Michigan, David earned an LLM in International 
Business Law in 2002 from University College London.  David practiced in Michigan, 
foocusing on corporate law and commercial litigation before joining the Kuwait 
office of ASAR in 2005.  He practices corporate law, commercial transactions, and 
securities law. 
 
Kamil Yılmaz. Dr. Kamil Yilmaz is a Professor of Economics at Koç University, 
Istanbul.  He earned his doctorate from the University of Maryland, and has taught 
in the US as a visiting professor on many occasions.  Among other honors, he is a 
member of the Governing Board of The Center for Research on Globalization and 
Democratic Governance, on the Board of Advisors of Bahçeşehir University 
Economic and Social Research Center, a Research Fellow at the Istanbul Policy 
Center of Sabanci University, a scholar for the Scientific and Technological Research 
Council of Turkey, and a Research Fellow for the Economic Research Forum for Arab 
Countries, Iran and Turkey. 
 
Bertil Emrah Oder. Bertil Emrah Oder is a Professor of Constitutional Law at Koç 
University Law School. After receiving her LLB from Istanbul University Law School, 
she obtained LLM degree from Marmara University European Union Institute. She 
received her PhD degree with distinction in law (“summa cum laude”) from 
University of Cologne (Germany). She served as a full time faculty in law schools of 
Istanbul University and Galatasaray University. She worked as associate director 
and executive member of various centers for EU law, human rights law, 
international relations and gender studies. Dr. Oder has extensive publications in 
the field of constitutional law, European public law and human rights.  
 
Erhan Adal. Prof. Dr. Erhan Adal completed his LL.B. degree at Istanbul University 
Faculty of Law in 1956, and registered to the Istanbul Bar in 1957. The same year, 
he started his academic career as a research assistant at the department of Civil Law 
and Comparative Law of Istanbul University, Faculty of Law. He received his Ph.D. 
degree in 1963, with the thesis "Automobile Liability (A Comparative Study)". 
During the academic year 1961-1962, after attending courses at Columbia 
University, School of Law, as visiting research scholar, he was awarded "Master of 
Comparative Law degree". He received "Doctor of Comparative Law - Phase I 
degree" in 1964, at Strasbourg, Comparative Law Institute. He graduated from 
Harvard University, Business School’s 1972 "Programme for Management 
Development Course (PMD)".  In 2001 Dr. Adal joined Yeditepe University, School of 
Economics and Administrative Sciences. He became tutor at the Faculty of Law in 
2004, and was promoted as Deputy Dean to the same Faculty. He was also 
nominated as senator to the University Senate. Prof. Adal is currently teaching "Law 
of Contracts", "Law of Torts", "Fundamentals of  Turkish  Private   Law" at Yeditepe 
University, Faculty  of Law. 
 



Derya Tarman. Professor Dr. Zeynep Derya Tarman is a professor at Koç 
University.  She earned a doctoral degreee in law in 2007 from the University of 
Konstanz school of law in Germany (magna cum laude) , previously having earned a 
Master’s in Law from Istanbul University, Turkey.  Her areas of research and 
specialization include International Private Law, Foreign Law and Foreign 
Investment Law, International Commercial Arbitration and 
Comparative Law. 
 
Billur Yalti. Professor Dr. Billur Yalti  is a Professor at Koç University.    She earned 
her doctoral degree in 1993 from the Department of Finance Law, Institute of Social 
Sciences, University of Istanbul.  She has written extensively in the area of 
international tax and finance.  She has taught and researched in the USA as well as in 
The Netherlands. 
 
Dilawar Syed. Dilawar Syed is CEO, Yonja Media Group, an emerging markets 
internet media company. Earlier, Dilawar was head of Yahoo!’s Platform Business 
Group. Formerly, at Siebel Systems and SAP, Dilawar started his career as a 
management consultant at Ernst & Young and Deloitte. Dilawar is President of Org. 
of Pakistani Entrepreneurs (OPEN) in Silicon Valley. He is active in advocacy efforts, 
and drove fund-raising for the Obama campaign as a National Finance Committee 
member. Dilawar holds an MBA from The Wharton School. 
 
 


