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Introduction:  This course complements clinical skills training (civil and criminal), as well as courses in human rights, immigration, criminal, and family law.  The course will define trauma suffered by victims of domestic violence, trafficking in persons, political persecution and torture.  It will assist law students to recognize signs of trauma in clients, and give the students tools to effectively advocate on behalf of these clients.  The course will also provide techniques to students to avoid secondary or vicarious trauma, along with the accompanying reduction in effective representation and/or professional burnout.
SYLLABUS

I. Date:  Psychological Trauma and Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]
READINGS:

1) Post-traumatic Stress.  The Harvard Mental Health Letter.  Feb & Mar, 1991.

       2)   McFarlane, A. & Van Der Kolk, B. (1996).  Trauma and its challenge to society.  

In: Van Der Kolk, McFarlane, and Weisaeth (eds.) Traumatic stress: The effects of overwhelming experience on mind, body, and society.  New York: Guilford.  24-46.

      3)   Green, B.L. (1995).  Recent research findings on the diagnosis of posttraumatic 

stress disorder.  In:  Simon, R. I. Posttraumatic stress disorder in litigation:       Guidelines for forensic assessment.  Washington: American Psychiatric Press.

      4)  What is posttraumatic stress disorder?   National Center for PTSD.  Handout.
II. Date:  Secondary Trauma & Self-Care [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1)  Eth S. (1992).  Ethical Challenges in the treatment of traumatized refugees. Journal of Traumatic Stress, 5, 103-110.

2) Fischman, Y.   (1991)  Interacting with trauma: Clinician’s responses to the psychological aftereffects of political repression.  American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 61, 179-185.

3) Greenwood, A. (2006).  Ripple effects.  ABA Journal, Jan, 20.
4) Levin, A.P. & Greisberg, S. (2003).  Vicarious trauma in attorneys. 24 Pace Law Review 245.
5) McCann, I.L. & Pearlman, L. (2000).  Vicarious traumatization:  A framework for understanding the psychological effects of working with victims.  Journal of Traumatic Stress, 3(1), 131-149.

6) Mills, L.G. (2000).  Affective Lawyering:  The Emotional Dimension of the Lawyer-Client Relation, Practicing Therapeutic Jurisprudence:  Law as a Healing Profession 419-448 (Stolle et al. eds.)

7) Symposium:  Stress Burnout, Vicarious Trauma, and Other Emotional Realities in the Lawyer/Client Relationship, 19 Touro L. Rev. 847, 871.

III. Date:  Experience of Trauma and Its Affect on Ability to Testify [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1) Asylum as a therapeutic and legal process.  Handout.

2)  Browne, Emira-Habiby (2001).  Issues in representing immigrant victims.  Fordham Urban Law Journal, Vol 29.

3) Granhag, Par Anders et al (2005).  Granting asylum or not? Migration Board personnel's beliefs about deception.  Jour. of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Vol 31.

4)  Bruce, Beverlee (2001).  Toward mediating the impact of forced migration and displacement among children affected by armed conflict.  Jour of International Affairs, Vol 55.

5) Van Der Kolk, B. (1996).  Trauma and memory.  In: Van der Kolk, B., McFarlane, A, & Weisaeth, L.  Traumatic Stress:  The Effects of Overwhelming Experience on Mind, Body, and Society.  New York: Guilford Press.

6) Bryant, Susan. (2001) The Five Habits:  Building Cross-Cultural Competence in Lawyers, 8 Clinical L. Rev. 33, 39.

7) Durst, Ilene. Lost in Translation:  Why Due Process Demands Deference to the Refugee’s Narrative, 53 Rutgers L. Rev. 127.

IV. Date:  Trafficking, Female Genital Mutilation, and Child Sexual Abuse [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1) Bopp, Andrea E.  Posttraumatic Stress Disorder in Refugee Women: How to Address PTSD in Women Who Apply for Political Asylum Under Grounds of Gender Specific Persecution, 11 Geo. Immigr.  L.J., 167, 186

2) Kawewe, S. & Dibie, R. (1999).  United Nations and the problem of women and children abuse in Third World nations.  Social Justice, Vol 26.

3) Emery, Robert & Laumann-Billings, L. (1998).  An overview of the nature, causes, and consequences of abusive family relationships: Toward differentiating maltreatment and violence.  American Psychologist, Vol 53.

4) Human Rights Watch (2002).  Trafficking of women and girls to post-conflict Bosnia and Herzegovina for forced prostitution. Nov.

5) Richard, Amy O. (1999).  International trafficking in women to the United States: A contemporary manifestation of slavery and organized crime.  Center for the Study of Intelligence.  
6) Estes, R.J. & Weiner, N. A. (2001).  The commercial sexual exploitation of children to the United States, Canada, and Mexico. U. of Penn.
7) World Health Organization.  (2000). Female genital mutilation.

Reflection Paper:  Due in Last Class.  Approximately 5 to 10 pages.  Reflect on the material and cases presented and discussed.  How will this knowledge change or affect how you will represent clients who have experienced trauma?  Taking one of the cases discussed or a person you know or have worked with who has experienced trauma, what strategies would you employ to more effectively represent that client?

V. Date:  Domestic Violence [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1) Carden, Ann (1994).  Wife abuse and the wife abuser:  Review and recommendations.  The Counseling Psychologist, Vol. 22, 4, 539-582.

2) Cascardi, Michelle & O'Leary, Daniel (1992).  Depressive symptomatology, self-esteem, self-blame in battered women.  Journal of Family Violence, Vol 7, 4, 249-259.

3) Walker, Lenore (1989).  Psychology and violence against women.  American Psychologist, Vol. 44, 4, 695-702.

4) Shetty, S. & Kagutuyan, J. (2002).  Immigrant victims of domestic violence: Cultural challenges and available legal protection. 1-9. Handout

5) Mills, L.G.  On the Other Side of Silence:  Affective Lawyering for Intimate Abuse, 81 Cornell L. Rev. 1225.
VI. Date:  Persecution Based on Religion, Sexual Orientation or Membership in a Social Group [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1) Fischman, Y., Gonsalves, C., Ross, J. & Torres, T. (2001).  The impact of political repression on gender-related violence.  Family Violence and Sexual Assault Bulletin, 17, 4, 21-26.

2) MacKinnon, C. (1994).  Rape, genocide, and women’s human rights.  Harvard Women’s Law Journal. Vol 17 (spring): 5-16.

3) Harper, G. & Schneider, M. (2003).  Oppression and discrimination among lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered people and communities:  A challenge for community psychology. American Journal of Community Psychology. 31, 3-4.

4) Leets, L. (2002).  Experiencing hate speech: Perceptions and responses to anti-semitism and anti-gay speech.  Journal of Social Issues, 58.

5) Goodman, R. (1995).  The incorporation of international human rights standards into sexual orientation asylum claims: Cases of involuntary “medical” intervention.  Yale Law Journal, 105, 1, 255-289.

6) Neilson, V. (2005).  Uncharted territory: Choosing an effective approach in transgender-based asylum claims.  Fordham Urban Law Journal, 32, 2, 265.

7) Persecution based on religion, sexual orientation, or membership in a social group.  Various handouts.

VII. Date:  War Trauma and the Refugee Experience [1 hour]
Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1) Genefke, I. (1991).  The most effective weapon against democracy: torture.  RCT Denmark, 1-6

2) Working with Interpreters.  Handout 
3)   Gonsalves, C. (1992).  Psychological stages of the refugee process: A model for 


therapeutic intervention.  Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 23,


382-389.

4)  Toole, M. & Waldman, R. (1993). Refugees and displaced persons, war, hunger

and public health. Journal of the American Medical Association, 270, 600-5.

      5)  Summerfield, D. & Hume, F. (1993). War and post-traumatic stress disorder: 

The question of social context. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 181, 522.

      6)   Summerfield, D. (1995). Assisting survivors of war and atrocity: notes on 
psychosocial issues for NGO workers. Development in Practice, 5, 352-56.

      7)   Summerfield, D (1996). The impact of war and atrocity on civilian populations: 

            Basic principles for NGO intervention and a critique of psychosocial trauma

            projects. Relief and Rehabilitation Network Paper 14. London: Overseas 

            Development Institute.

8) Summerfield, D.(1998). The social experience of war and some issues for the

humanitarian field.  In:  P.Bracken, C.Petty (eds.), Rethinking the Trauma of War            London: Free Association Books. (9-35)

9) Baron, N. et al.  Refugees and Internally Displaced People in Trauma Interventions, War and Peace:  Prevention, Practice, and Policy, International and Cultural Psychology Series, 243 (Bonnie, L. Green & Mathew J. Friedman eds.)

10) Piwowarczyk, L.  Seeking Asylum:  A Mental Health Perspective, 16 Geo. Immigr.

VIII. Date:  Psychological, Physical, and Sexual Torture [1 hour]

Case Presentation & Discussion [1 hour]

READINGS:

1) Allodi, F. & Stiasny, F. (1999).  Women as torture victims.  Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, 35, 144-148. 

2) Van der Veer, Guus  (1995). Psychotherapeutic  work with refugees.  In:  Kleber, R.J. , Figley, C.R., & Gersons, B.P, (eds).  Beyond Trauma: Cultural and Societal Dynamics. New York: Plenum Press. 151-168.  
3) Fornazzari, X. & Freire, M. (1990).  Women as victims of torture.  Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, 82, 257-260.

4) Swiss, S. & Gilles, J.E.  (1993).  Rape as a crime of war: A medical perspective. Journal of the American Medical Association, 270(5): 612-615.

5) Gonsalves, C., Torres, T., Fischman, Y., Ross, J. & Vargas, M. (1993).  The

theory of torture and the treatment of its survivors: An intervention model.  Journal of Traumatic Stress, 6, 351-365.

6) Van Der Veer, G. (1992). The experiences of refugees.  In: Counseling and Therapy With Refugees: Psychological Problems of Victims of War, Torture, and Repression. Chichester, UK: Wiley.

7) Goldfield, A.E., Mollica, R. E., Pesavento, B.H. (1988).  The physical and psychological sequelae of torture.  Journal of the American Medical Association, 259: 2725-2729.  

8) Mollica, R.F. (2004).  Surviving torture.  New England Journal of Medicine,  351: 5-7

9) Peel, M., Hinshelwood, G., Forrest, D. (2000).  The physical and psychological findings following the late examination of victims of torture. Torture, 10: 12-15. 
10) Silove, D. et al (1997).  Anxiety, depression and PTSD in asylum seekers: Association with pre-migration trauma and post-migration stressors.  British Journal of Psychiatry, 170: 352-359.

11) Pope, K.S. & R.E. Garcia-Peltoniemi.  Responding to Victims of Torture:  Clinical Issues, Professional Responsibilities, and Useful Resources, 22(4) Professional Psychology:  Research and Practice, 269-276.
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