Shanghai 2011 Summer Newsletter

Welcome to Santa Clara’s 2011 Shanghai Summer Program! I am Colleen Chien, Professor at Santa Clara, and I will be directing the program.  This document serves as a virtual newsletter in which information about the Program will be posted and updated.

Program Description

The program features a 4-unit course entitled "Legal Aspects of Doing Business in China." The course will cover subjects such as:

* Various methods of investing and trading with China, including the latest mergers and acquisition laws

* Intellectual property laws of China

* Chinese financial rules and securities regulations

* Dispute resolution.

The course will be taught by faculty members of Jiao Tong University Law School as well as by practitioners licensed in China. Classes will meet each day for the full morning. On a few afternoons we will also have scheduled activities. Classes will run from May 23 - June 10, 2011 and will be held primarily on the Xu Hui campus of Jiao Tong University.  There will be a graded final exam on June 10 that covers material from the semester. The questions will be provided by your professors.

Classes are Monday to Friday, mornings only. The times are being confirmed but will likely be from 8:30 or 9:00 am to about 12:00 or 12:30, with one short break in the middle.  The afternoons are free for you to explore the city, however there are a number of optional and some mandatory field trips, which will be reflected on the final schedule.

There is an assigned book, The Legal System of the PRC (Daniel Chow) that is required. Please buy it before you get to China as it is not available there.

Housing

We are working to secure on-campus housing for you at the faculty club building, which is on the corner of Hua Shan Road and Guang Yuan Xi Lu. It is a five story building on the Jiao Tong University campus. The phone number at the front desk of the faculty club is  62822822. The address of the housing is No.55 Guangyuan West Road Shanghai SJTU Faculty Club. You can move in on the Satuday prior to classes, time to be determined.

The classroom has has in the past been in the same building as the Faculty Club. The cost in previous years has been about $30 per day per person if you share, and double if you do not. Students may only share a room with someone who is of the same sex. If you would like a private room, you need to let Santa Clara know ASAP as that will change the number of rooms we book. If you wish to stay at the campus room after classes are over, you must also let SCU know. However, we do not advise reserving a space until you know where your internship may be. Tentative roommate assignments are provided at the end of this email.

Internships

Upon request, we will try our best to place you in an internship in Shanghai or Beijing. Please contact Professor Han (ahan@scu.edu) for additional details.

Visas

Since the classes are only three weeks long and you are enrolled in a U.S.

summer program; please obtain an L TOURIST visa from the Chinese consulate. You should NOT apply for a student visa since you are not enrolled in a Chinese law school.

If you are staying for an internship, you may need to renew your visa by leaving China and returning.

The visa takes a few days to process and requires an application form which can be downloaded from the following site http://www.china-embassy.org/chn/hzqz/zgqz/P020070611087242661716.pdf

In the past, use of online visa processing service has been very efficient for students not located near an embassy or consulate.  You can find them on the net and the cost is reasonable. Just type in “China visa” or “PRC visa” in your search.

The service http://www.freechinavisa.org/applyvisa1.php?visatype=L has been recommended in the past. They provided “free” visa service. They do charge for mailing your passport back in a secure way but do not charge a handling fee so it really is a good way to go.

For those going directly to Shanghai, please apply for your visa no later than April. For those of you going to Hong Kong first, you can also get a China visa in Hong Kong easily. For those of you interning in Shanghai or Beijing, you will start your internship sometime after June 10. It will run for at least four weeks. There is some flexibility with those dates IF you have made prior arrangement with your firm.

The easiest way to deal with the visa is to take a short trip to Hong Kong or other parts of Asia and reenter with a new visa. Alternatively, apply for a double entry visa if you plan to leave China and reenter.

Your passport must be valid for 6 months beyond your date of entry into China and must have at lest one blank page. Follow the instructions carefully. For the section asking for the purpose of your visit, fill in tourism. You may use the address of the Faculty Club as your China address: No.55 Guangyuan West Road Shanghai SJTU Faculty Club

If you leave China, a single entry visa expires and you would need to apply for a second visa. Therefore, if you wish to travel to other parts of Asia, it is better to do so before or after classes so you need only to obtain one visa. Hong Kong/Macao is NOT part of China for this purpose, so a weekend trip to Hong Kong/Macao would cancel your visa.

The above information applies to U.S. citizens. If you are not a U.S. citizen, please check on entry requirements with the appropriate consular office or embassy.

Arriving in Shanghai

You lose a day flying to Asia, so if you wish to arrive on Saturday, you need to leave the U.S. by Friday.  If you wish to get acclimated, arriving a few days earlier would also be good. However, we have only arranged University housing beginning the night of Saturday. So if you arrive early, housing is on your own prior to Saturday.  Classes start on Monday, and we will likely be meeting for a short orientation on Sunday afternoon on campus.

It is not too early to explore good airfares. During the summer, cheap fares go fast. From SFO, United offers non-stop flights. Most other airlines also serve Shanghai but will require at least one stop somewhere.

Cellphones

I do not know how many of you plan to bring cell phones to China, but if you do, you may wish to purchase a SIM card giving you a local number while you are there. If you plan just to use your US number, you need to make sure that your phone works there. I also recommend that you purchase a phone card when in China for local public phones. Public phones are everywhere but they only take the phone cards. Again, the airport will sell these. Upon arrival, change sufficient money to get you to the dorm. Remember that it will be about an hour ride at least, depending on traffic.

Directors’ Contact Information:

SCU Director contact information : TBA

Our local director is Professor Sun Ping a professor at Jiao Tong. His local contact information is KoGuan Law School.  Mobilphone number:13585517846.

Office adress: Dongchuan Road No. 800, International Program Office, KoGuan Law School, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 200240. Tel & Fax: 86-21-34205997.  

You don't need the (8621) when calling in Shanghai. Please only contact him in an emergency when you cannot reach Professor Chien.

Dress

Shanghai is hot and humid in the summer, so you will want to dress accordingly. There is no dress code for class, but because we will visit one corporation and a law firm, at least one business attire is recommended. If you are doing an internship, business attire is usually required but many students have them made in Shanghai. Shanghai has just about everything you may wish to purchase, so anything you forget can be purchased there. You must wear business attire for our off-site visits.

Medicines

The ONE item you cannot get readily during your stay is prescription medication. Please be sure you have all you may need during your stay. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that people carry a copy of their prescription with them as well and keep medications in their original containers in case there are any questions when going through customs. You should also check with the customs centers or embassies in the countries to which you will be traveling and inquire about which medications will be allowed through customs and the amount of medication that you are allowed to bring. Ask about any other requirements regarding medications or need for a doctor's letter explaining your need for these medications.

More information will be forthcoming as the semester progresses. Please email me with any questions.

Helpful Websites for Expats from an Insider

For local housing (internship):

asiarooms.com

For general information:

smartshanghai.com

http://shanghaiist.com/

http://cnngo.com/shanghai

(Shanghaiist is the most timely and relevant news resource in Shanghai (most of the writers don't get paid) so I would definitely go there first.)

As for things to do, places to go, you'll see City Weekend, Shanghai Talk and Urbanatony (used to be That's Shanghai) magazines scattered around, but to find things online CNNGo and SmartShanghai are still the best.  

For general background/orientation:

http://travel.nytimes.com/2009/03/15/travel/15hours.html

http://www.time.com/time/travel/cityguide/article/0,31489,1851908,00.html

