NOTES FROM A 2008 OXFORD PARTICIPANT

“The Oxford program was wonderful - I think, quite frankly, I left a piece of my heart at  Oxford!  

1 - What is the "tutorial method?"   

The tutorial method was great. Challenging and insightful. You meet with your tutor once a week or so. A semester at     Oxford     is only eight weeks and you only meet with your tutor once a week during those regular terms. Summer is often a little different. Many of the professors have other things going on, so sometimes you do get a little shortchanged. For example, my tutor had to cancel one week (but we made it up later) because he had to fly to     Zimbabwe     with the British Foreign Secretary to talk some sense into Mugabe! Above all, I can say that you get only what you put into it. There were some students who looked at tutorials as a lazy way to pass a quiet summer in a pretty place. Instead, you ought to look at it as one summer to go all out in a place where you really have a chance to flourish intellectually. But if you've got this far, you don't need that talk - but just to say watch out - its easy to get off track in     Oxford     since its such a magnificent and fun place.  

2 –Will I get to know others?  

I did have a chance to build relationships with other students. With the student in the program this was easy. With the Oxford students, you can find your own way on this. For me I found The Oxford Jurisprudence Discussion Group. It’s a group of     Oxford     students (mostly those working on advance degrees) that get together once a week to discuss legal, policy and intellectual issues. You might have speakers from all over the world come to deliver a rehearsal for a formal lecture or come in to bounce around ideas for a formal paper before its presented to the academic community. There are only about 8 people in the group when I was there and it's very welcoming - free wine, coffee, cookies, etc. and you sit around and chat about issues and present arguments, etc. Wonderful time. It was amazing to see how law students from all over the world (when I went the Group consisted of Englishmen, Indians, Canadians, French, etc.) formulate different arguments and critiques. Everyone got along - students from different tutorials would go out to pubs, have dinner, hang out on the lawn, etc. Same for the professors - its just about the most welcoming place I've ever been. At the end of the tutorial, our tutor and the students in his program even got together for a few drinks! In   Oxford    , if you're "in" you're "in."  

3 - How accessible are the reading materials?  

Yes all the books you need are in the library, but you will have to buy a couple books (casebooks) at the local bookstore (Blackwell’s). It’s more expensive since its in GBP, but it'll save you the weight at the airport. Another great thing I found was Questia. Books you can read online. Many of the books you need are on that site. Sign up and you can read in your room instead of staying all day at the library. Yes, I took my laptop - it helped out a lot. Buying bus tickets, travel things, misc research, email, really… everything... directions in a foreign country... yeah a laptop is a must - don't leave without it.  

4 - What were the highlights of the Oxford Program?  

Highlights? Well, to be frank, there are just too many to list. Some that come to mind are... listening to the Magdalen choir sing Somewhere Over the Rainbow in a 15th century chapel... waking up to sunlight and deer feeding outside your window... all you can eat chocolate croissants at breakfast (yeah... all you can eat :)... chatting with a   Oxford   student at the pub who was working on his PhD in astrophysics... etc. My favorite subtopics? Jurisprudence and Roman law. Yeah, sounds remote, but if you can grasp these concepts you really start to see how and why American law came about.  

5 - Would you do the   Oxford   program again?  

Would I do it again. Yes... absolutely. Do not however take the optional     Florida    State     course... just don't. Once you do a tutorial, you see how lacking other methods are. I tried to do it, but there was just no tenable way I could do well in both classes, especially since if I remember correctly, the FSU course met a couple or a few times a week. Do one tutorial, do it well, and in the time you have left read other topics or check out the country. You might be able to see a debate in the House of Commons, as they tend to have their last few sessions while you'd be there. One thing I wish I'd seen was the apple tree at Newton's estate.  

6 - Did   Oxford   give you a "leg up?"  

Did it give me a leg up? I think so, I don't know if it had a direct impact but it certainly had an indirect impact. In other words, going to a summer at     Oxford     by itself didn't give me a leg up, but what I learned there and how I have applied that to my studies here have given me a leg up. Before I went I was number eight in my class. Since I've come back all my grades have all been either number one or number three and between. I credit this to how I "learned how to learn" which I learned at     Oxford     in tutorials, in arguments against someone insanely smart, spending time with people who love to learn and all in an extremely welcoming and encouraging environment.   

7.  Other notes ...  

There is the most charming Moroccan café (Cous Cous Café) across Magdalen Bridge.  It's owned by a gentleman name Kareem. I stopped by their often - he was very friendly, always gave free pastries or cups of tea. Good food at reasonable prices. And great friendly company.  …”
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