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BGLad sends 13 to Lavender Law

Steve Jacob, layout editor

From October 27-29, thirteen
studentsfrom SantaClaraUniversity
School of Law attended theannual
Lavender Law Conferencein San
Diego, Cdifornia Whiletherethey
participated in acareer fair of over
fifty employers, attended two days of
panelsand forumson pertinent legal
issues, and helped run thefirst student
leadersmeeting of theNational
Leshian & Gay Law Association.

According to Jacklyn Bentley,
president of Bisexual, Gay and
LeshianAdvocates (BGLad),
preparationsfor Lavender Law began
last year. From persond fundraising
effortsto discussonswith Dean
Donald Polden, Bentley and other
membersof BGLad haveworked
snceApril to plan and implement the
group’sattendance at the conference.

Dean Polden’ ssupport wasvita
to BGLad'ssuccess. After he
describedinitia conversationsabout

Tulane 3L a welcome guest at SCU

Above: Turning trash into art.
Right: Horse and buggy greet Lara on
her return to New Orleans.

photos provided by Lara Carney
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fundingwithlast
year’spresident,
David Tsai, Polden
said, “Jackieand |
takedthisyear
and theneed was
somewhat greater
thanlast year.
However, | again
arranged additional
support (Thatis
additiond tothe
financid support
that BGLad
received from
SBA).”
Poldenfurther
refusedtolimithis
reasonsfor
assstingBGLadtoamdiorationfor
SolomonAmendment compliance.
“Attendanceat Lavender Law may
be an aspect of theschool’s
ameliorating efforts, but | believe
those efforts are much broader and

Jonathan Sip, staff writer

InlateAugust 2005, LaraCarney
returned to New Orleanstofinish her
last year of law school at Tulane
University. Carney had just wrapped
up aproductive summer working for
aSan Francisco law firm and had
been settling into her new apartment
closeto the French Quarter.

Merely aweek had gone by
when atropical storm beganto make
itsway towardsthecity. “1 began
hearing about KatrinaFriday night,
but like most everyone, | brushed it
off,” said Carney. Then around noon
thenext day, her friend Lauren
informed her that thestormwasa

*

tailoredto assist al our students—
gay, leshianor not—inunderstanding  andlesbian students.”

theimplicationsof employment
discrimination... The support that the
law school provided to our BGLad
membersto attend the conference

category three hurricaneand
was headed directly for New
Orleans.

“I had always heard that
Cat 3'swould breachthelevee
and that adirect hit would
causethecity tofill uplikea
soup bowl,” said Carney. This
seemed to be the same overused
warning that wasissued every year
around hurricane season.
Nonetheless, Laratook it serioudly.

On Saturday, August 28, two
daysbefore Katrinawasto hit the
city, Laraprepared for ashort stay
north of the Gulf Coast. She moved
her belongingsto the upstairsfloor of
her apartment, snatched aduffel bag
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David Tsai,
Ramon Lopez,
Deena Smith,
Jorge Espinoza,
and Jackie
Bentley pose
before the
keynote speaker
at the Lavender
1 Law Conference
in San Diego,
California.

photo provided
by Jackie Bentley

wasapart of itssupport for itsgay

Eventhoughamédiorationdid not
factor into Polden’ sfunding decisions,

— BGLad, pg. 12

full of clothes, grabbed her cat, and
droveto her friend Lauren parents
housein Lafayette, Louisana. “If |
had knownit wouldturnout likethis,
| would havetaken so much more
frommy apartment,” said Carney. “I
really thought we' dbeback ina
coupleof days.”

—————Tulane, pg. 5
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From the Dean’s desk:

Addressing substance abuse
at Santa Clara University
School of Law

Recently, at aCouncil of Leadersmeeting, aprominent judge addressed
the student group | eaders about the services of The Other Bar. The Other
Bar isagroup of lawyersand judgeswho assist other lawyersand judgeswith
substance abuse problems. Hispresentation waswell receivedand |
encouraged our student leadersto assumetheresponsibility for assstingthe
law school in addressing the problem of substance abuse by lawyersand law
students. | want to usethe privilege of my spacein TheAdvocateto describe
this public hedlth problem and encourage greater attentionto addressingiit.

Several yearsago, | wasasked to join aspecial committee of deans,
associate deans, and faculty membersfrom several law schoolsto study the
incidenceand causes of alcohol and drug abuseinlaw schoolsand make
recommendationsto theABA’'sCommission on Lawyer Assistance Programs.
Inworking with the committeel learned that thereisconsiderableliterature on
the subject of substance abuseinlaw schoolsandinthelegal profession. In
1993, acommittee of the A ssociation of American Law Schoolssurveyed
morethan 3500 law studentson their use of drugsand alcohol .
The committeereportedin part that:

* 82% of thelaw studentsused a cohoal, 8.2% used marijuanaand
8.8% used other illegal drugswithin 30 daysof the survey;

* 12% of thelaw studentsreported they abused a cohol (used it
inaway that harmed themselves) during law school;

* 13% reported that their abuse of acohol and drugs affected
classroom attendance, 7% reported that it affected their class

participation, and 2% reported that it affected their

performance on examinations,

* 33% admitted to driving impaired during law school and 3% said
they did it often;

* 37% of the respondentsknew an impaired student and 37% estimated
that 4% or more of their classmateswereimpaired at school;

* 21% believed therewas at | east onefaculty member at their school
whose performance wasimpaired by drugsor alcohal.

Another recent study of substance abuse among lawyersconcludeswith
andarming note:

asignificant percentageof practicing lawyersare experiencing avariety of
significant psychologica distresssymptomswel | beyond that expected of
thegenera population. Thesesymptomsaredirectly traceabletolaw
study and practice. They arenot exhibited with thelawyersentering law
schoal, but emerge shortly thereafter and remain, without significant
abatement, well after graduation from law school .2

The causes of substance abuseinlaw schoolsinclude psychological
distress caused by thedifficulty of lega materidsand thelack of certainty in
mastering subject matters, the* culture’ of emphasi zing a cohol consumption
asaway to“bond” with classmates, lack of effective education programsin
thelaw school and lack of effective policiesto governacohol use. Some of
these same causes—particularly psychologica distress caused by uncertainty
about successin law practice and aculture that emphasizes alcohol use—
contribute to substance abuseinthelega profession. Theauthorsof astudy

Donald
Polden

on acohol problemsamong lawyers concluded that psychologica stress
“directly relatesto thefact that between 9% and 20% of lawyersexceed
expected normsfor current a cohol-rel ated problems. Evenmoreaarming,
the datasuggest that nearly 70% of lawyersarelikely candidatesfor al cohol-
related problemsat sometimewithinthe duration of their legal careers.”?

Why isthisinformation on substance abusein law school stroublingtome
and other law school deansand faculty members? First, and foremost, weare
not talking about studentsembarrassing themselvesby “slly” or “juvenile’
behavior. Themedica evidence demonstratesthat thisisaseriouspublic
health problem. Second, state boards of bar examinersare concerned about
bar applicant’ sbehavior that suggests or manifestsasubstance abuse problem.
Third, after admission to the practice of law, alcohol or drug abuse contributes
significantly totheratesof attorney mal practice and other misconduct and can
be* an aggravating factor” indisciplinary cases.

What should law schoolsdo? What should wedo at SantaClaraLaw
School? Thefirst step must beto educate everyone—students, faculty
and staff—asto the existence of the probleminlaw schools. The
second step isto providethelaw school community with information on

how to deal with substance abuse problemsand how to help others
who may be suffering from those problems. Thethird stepisto
examinelaw school policiesand practicesthat may encourage
excessivea cohol useor ingppropriate drug use.

Students (or anyoneinthelaw school community) can contact the
ABA'sLawyer Ass stance Programsfor confidential and, when
requested, anonymous advice and assistance at 1-888-LAW-LAPS
(529-5277). The Senior Assistant Dean for Student Services, Julia
Yaffee, and | will provideimmediateand confidential assistanceto

studentswho would liketo contact ahealth care professiond, or alawyer or
judgewith The Other Bar, for advice on asubstance abuse problem. | also
encourageall our studentsto takeresponsbility for any law school friendsor
colleagueswho are abusing a cohol and/or drugs. Encouragehim or her to
seek counseling or other assistance from one of these personsor sources of
professiona care.

Inthe past two years, Dean Yaffeeand | haveworked with the SBA
leadership and law student organizationsto review their policieson acohol use
at law student eventsand implement methods of decreasing acohol useif itis
prevalent or excessiveat those events. Thereareindicationsthat student
organizationsare attempting to promoteless* a cohol-fueled” eventsfor the
professional and socid interestsof their members.

Oneof thegreat enjoymentsat our law school istheability to haveaglass
of Caiforniawinewith our colleagues. However, weall need to be careful
that the stress and demands of law school don’tincrease useto the point of
harming our hedlth or the health of our colleagues.

(Endnotes)

! Report of theAAL S Special Committee on Problems of Substance
Abuse, 44 J. Legal Ed. 35(1994).

2ConnieJ. Beck, BruceD. Sales, G Andrew Benjamin, Lawyer Distress:
Alcohol-Reated Problems and Other Psychological ConcernsAmongA
Sampleof Practicing Lawyers, 10J. Law & Hedth 1, 2 (1995-96).

31d. at 3.
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A review of the methods of capital
punishment used in America
Ahamed Igbal, staff writer
Whilethereis theoriesand an understandablelack of researchinthisfield leadsto high

considerable debate over degreeof uncertainty inregardsto how much painisactualy feltin any of the
whether or not capital methods.

punishment should be Thedignity or sanctity of the corpseafter execution isan aspect of capital

implemented at all, there
hasbeenrdativey little
debate over the best way to
takelife. Determiningthe
most efficient and painless
adminigtration of deathisin
theinterest of everyone
involvedinthecapita
punishment debate,
regardlessof their opinion
of thesystemingenerd.
Apart from certain
extremists, advocatesfor
and against capital
punishment seemto agree
that if thedeath pendlty is
imposed, thenit should be
theleast * crudl and unusua’
method possible. The purposeof thisarticleisto explorewhat characteristics
should be used in anayzing e ectrocution, death by firing squad, gassing,
hanging and | ethal injection and to define each of themethodsusing such
criteria

Implementation of the death penalty isan often overlooked aspect of the
crimina justicesystem. Whilethere seemsto beasignificant degree of
attention giventothemeritsof the systemin general, thereseemsto be
relatively little concern towardsthefinal act of execution. Morbid asit may be,
the procedures and actions necessary to administer desth arecritical to
evaluating the best method of execution.

Themethod used must be both smpleand lethaly efficient so that the
chancefor human or technical error isminimized. Efficient and error free
administration of the desth penalty reducesthe chancefor mistakesand
ensurestheleast amount of suffering possible.

The period of timeleading to actual desthisasignificant considerationin
deciding the best method of execution. If thetimeleading to death isextended,
theact of execution may reach into what isconsidered torture. Much of thisis
tied to thenotion that the pain of the condemned should be minimized asmuch
aspossible. Whilethereisuncertainty over whether severity or duration of
painisamoreimportant factor, itisclear that aswift execution alowsfor less
pain than an extended one.

Complicating thismeatter even further isthe question of whether pain
ceases after oneloses consciousnessor only at thetime of death. Differing

photo from electric-chair.ccadp.org

punishment that iseasy to comprehend but very difficult to quantify. Itisinthe
interest of noneto leavethe corpsein agruesome state asit demeansthe
executed and the system responsiblefor the execution. Whileit would beideal
to prevent any visible damageto the body beyond that whichisessential to
bring about death, reality makesthisadifficult proposition. Thevery act of
death, whether natura or externally imposed, bringsabout certain physica
consequencesthat tend to distort or otherwise mar the appearance of the
corpse. Allowingfor thedignity of the corpseisadifficult and highly subjective
task balancing current valuesand theinherent side effects of death.

Tomakeaninformed decision asto themeritsof each of theexisting
capital punishment methods, detailsof their current implementation must be
known.

Electrocution- Defendant isrestrained to achair and askullcap shaped
electrodeisplaced over the head a ong with amoistened sponge. Additionaly,
an electrodeistaped to theleg along with conductivejelly. With awet sponge
and theconductivejelly, electricity isableto flow freely from one el ectrodeto
theother with aslittle resistance aspossible. After ablindfold or hoodis
placed on the defendant, acurrent of 500 to 2000 voltsisinitiated and travels
between the el ectrodes, for aperiod of 30 secondsto two minutes. Following

11/17/2005, 1:52 PM



NN T 1]

‘ November.pmd 4 $

page4

*

November 2005

acool down period, administrators check for aheartbeat and if found, repeat
theprocessat alower voltage, in order to prevent excessive burning of the
body.

Unconsciousness should occur asecond or two after theinitial jolt. Next,
intense heat severely damagesinterna organsleadingto afailure of essential
systems. Despitethe precautionstaken to prevent visible damage, sde effects
likeburning of the skin and flesh, bleeding, and breaking of limbsfrom spasms
aregeneraly unavoidable. Improper procedure may lead to the defendant
catching onfireor causeadelay inthe midst of e ectrocutionwhilethe
machinery isbeing fixed. Execution may aso beprolonged eveninided
Stuation dueto thevarying eectrical
conductivitiesof individuas.

Firing Squad- Defendantis
blindfolded and restrained to achair whilea
target isplaced over the exact | ocation of
their heart. Five sharpshooters stand 20
feet away inan enclosurewherethey can
only seethetarget. All five shootersfireone
round from .30 caliber riflesat thetarget
but one of thefiveroundsisablank.

Massivelossof blood occursoncethe
bulletsrupture the heart or amajor blood
vessel and leadsto near instantaneous|0ss
of consciousnesswhenthebrainloses
oxygen. At the sametimethelossof blood
and the destruction of the heart shut down
other essential functionsand lead to sudden
death. Sand bagsare placed around the
defendant prior to executionfor the
purpose of absorbing thelarge amounts of
blood. Error inadministration generally can
only comefrom shootersintentionaly
missing thetarget, thereby prolonging
death, but the presence of five shooters
mitigatesthisrisk Sgnificantly.

defendant who isbound by the hands and feet and hooded. Thetrap door
under the defendant is opened and theweight of their body pullsthem down.

Thedrop of the body combined with the properly placed noose causesa
rapid cervical (neck) fracture and didl ocation that seversthe spinal cord and
leadstoinstant paralysis. Thisresultsin the cessation of breathing and cardiac
reflexesand the unconsciousnessfrom thelack of oxygentothebrain. Hanging
that follows proper procedure leadsto adistorted neck but relatively few other
visiblesdeeffectsdueto the suddenness of death. If thedefendantislightin
weight, hasabnormally strong neck muscles, or theropeisnot prepared
correctly, the neck may not break and strangulation will be the cause of death.
Death by strangulation generally takes
sgnificantly longer andinvolvesgruesomeside
effectsincluding theeyesleaving their sockets,
thetongue protruding unnaturally, engorging of
theface and defecation.

L ethal I njection- Thedefendant is
restrained to across shaped medical tablein
order toallow for easier insertion of two
independent intravenous (1) tubes. With one
|V serving asabackup, three separate
chemicalsareinjected throughthemain1V.

Sodium thiopenta servesan anestheticand
makesthe defendant unconscious. Either
pavulon or pancuronium bromideis
administered which pardyzestheentiremuscle
system thereby stopping breathing. Thethird
chemicd, potassium chloride, servesto stop
the heart from besting. It isthe combination of
the second and third chemicalsthat leadsto
thefailure of therespiratory and
cardiovascular systemsand death. Inlethal
injection, relatively few visblesdeeffects
occur beyond what occursin natural death,
however the process may take upwardsof 10
minutesfromtheinitid injection. Sgnificant

GasChamber - Defendantis
restrained to chair inanairtight roomand
then, at warden’ssignd, cyanide crystalsare rel eased into abucket of sulfuric
acid. Theresulting reaction formshydrogen cyanide gasthat spreads
throughout the chamber. Generaly, amountsof cyanideexceedingwhat is
required are used to ensure aspeedier and more efficient procedure.

Lossof consciousness should occur afew seconds after inhaation of the
gaswhilesmultaneoudy causing respiratory failure. Lossof oxygentothe
brain and other essential organsresultsin deathinafew minutes. Visiblepain
has been observed asaside effect along with symptomssimilar to
strangulation. While defendants areinformed to breathe normally in order to
facilitaterapid death, asaresult of disobedience or attempted self-
preservation, they oftenthey hold their breath and therefore prolong the pain
and side effects of the execution.

Hanging- Therope usedin hanging must be selected and prepared
properly inorder to facilitate rapid death. Thelength isdetermined by the
defendantsweight and theropeistreated to ensure smooth diding without
coiling. Oncetied inahangman’sknot, theropeisplaced over theneck of the

photo from injection.gurney.dc.statefl.us  delaysand errorsmay occur dueto thelack of

medica professiona sintheadministration of

executions. Doctorsareethically prohibited from participating in thetaking of
life. Thislack of experience combined with thefact that many on death row
have histories of drug abuse often leadsto delaysin finding aviable blood
vessd for thelV and adower delivery of letha chemicalsoncethey arefound.

Theanswer to the question of what the best method of executionisnot
clear. Thelack of hard dataand agenera aversion of the act of execution
makesthedecision onethat ishighly subjective. Whilethetimeof deathis
clear, theduration and severity of pain preceding deathisuncertain. In order to
select amethod that cons stently and effectively admini sters punishment, the
potential painfelt by the executed must bewel ghed against societal values
regarding thedignity of thebody. By no meansasmpletask, giventhegravity
of the punishment thisdecisionisonethat meritsfurther inquiry and debate.

Theresult of dl capita punishment iscommon, but themeansby whichthe
different methodsddliver death havefar reachingimplicationsonthecrimina
justice system and soci ety in genera and should be considered in depth when
imposing themost severeof al punishments.
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OH THE PLACESYOU'LL GO,
TAKINGAPAGE FROM SUESS

With thefall semester comingto aclose, many of youwill takeamuch
deserved break from your studiesand spend sometimewith your friendsand
family which by now arefedling abit neglected. Whilerecoveringfromthe
hecticfall semester, not to mention final exams, will beat the

forefront of your thoughts, someof you (hopefully) will alsotake
timeto continue or jump start your summer or post-graduatejob

search.

For 1L sespecialy, themonth of December offersthefirst
opportunity to start asearch. Indeed, for 1Lsinterestedin
working at alarger law firm, initiating ajob searchin December is

critical.

With exhaustion settingin, however, itiseasy tolosedirection
or momentum. Remember—L CSisopenthrough December 22
and availableto help! Evenif youdon't stop by and seeus, you

might want to think about completing some* career homework”

whileyou are not busy with law school.

Finding ajob ishard work no matter how you goaboutitsoitis
important to keep your focusand avoid feeling overwhelmed with
thetask. To help, you might want to consider completing one or more of the
following career homework assignmentsduring your break:
—Update and polish your resume: Evenif you revised it this past
summer, chancesareit might already beoutdated. Infact, agood rule of
thumbisto update your resume every three months.
=Prepare a 2 minute self-introduction: Such an introduction can be
very helpful not only during ajobinterview when answeringthe® Tell me

Alexandria
Bullara

about yoursdlf” question, but also when you havethe opportunity to
speak with any practicing attorney. Your goal isto produceashort and
concise statement that summarizesyour background aswell asyour
career goals. (Last year alaw student landed asummer job by speaking
with aseatmate on aplaneride. Shewasableto articulate her goalsand
background on the spot inwhat turned out to be an impromptu

interview!)

—Research employers. In acompetitivejob market, itiscritical tobe
proactiveinyour job search. Inorder todothis, you must identify
your target employersand tailor your application materials(such

for help!

asacover |etter and resume) to meet their hiring needs.

=l dentify and contact SCU alumni: Informational interviews

can provideinvauableinsight into what you can expect during

your job search aswell asafter you havethejob. Themore
knowledgeableyou are, the more prepared and competitive
youwill be. If youare having troublelocating acontactina
practice areaor with aspecific employer, besuretoask LCS

—Attend a bar association meeting or event: Your success
inthelegal professionishighly dependent ontherelationships

you develop. Itisnever too early to becomemore

comfortable networking with your future colleagues.

With some career homework completed that isappropriate

toyour career goas, youwill beready for the opportunitiesas
well asthedistractionsthat the beginning of anew semester will bring. The
first week of classesin January will come sooner than you think and withit
many programsand deadlinesincluding resume collection deadlinesthat
happen in mid-January. Tofind out moreabout upcoming programsand
deadlines, subscribeto our listserv. And remember, Law Career Servicesis
open throughout the month of December, so stop by even after your exams

areover!

Tulane, from 1

Enrouteto L afayette, the
highway had been convertedintoa
one-way artery inaprocedurecalled
“contra-flow.” Larasaid shetook the
opportunity to driveon thewrong
sideof thehighway at 70 mph, while
traffic ontheright remained jammed.

and made history astheworst naturd
disaster inU.S. history. By Tuesday,
Larawasaready enrolled at Santa
ClaraLaw School.

For Lara, it wasan easy choice
tochoose SantaClara. Lara's
mother, who had graduated from the

L araspent the next coupl e of law school in 1991, spoketo Dean
daysin saferetreat among the Polden. “Hesaidthey [SantaClard]
company of would
four other “ , welcomeme
ovacuessathe 1 r€ally thought we'dbe I—
friend'shousein ~ DACK in a couple of days.” sidcaney.
L afayette, 130 LaraCarney I
milesnorth of addition,
New Orleans. Larahada
“We basically spent the day eating post-graduation job lined up at aSan

BBQ and drinking mojitosand wine
aroundtheTV,” said Carney. They
were stressed out and sad, but Lara
sad her friend’ sfamily wasincredibly
warm andwelcomingtothemall.
Onthefollowing Monday,
HurricaneKatrinahit New Orleans,
devastated the Gulf Coast Region,

‘ November.pmd 5

Franciscolaw firmand wasanative
totheBay Area. Consequently,
without interruption, Larawasableto
transfer smoothly into our law schooal,
takemost of her scheduled classes,
and wasgiven $4,000in FEMA aid.
Unfortunately, not al law students
wholeft Tulane had the sameluck as

*

Lara. Initidly, theTulane
Law School Adminigtration
would not allow other
schoolsto accept itsfirst-
year students. Thepolicy
would haveessentidly
forced first-year studentsto
postponether sudiesuntil
January and squeezethe
entirefirst year intothe
Spring semester —an

Lara reunites with her friend John.
photos provided by Lara Carney

inconceivabletask absent a
major natural disaster
wreaking havoc onthecity.

Inan uproar, many students
protested the policy and lawsuits
werethreatened. Eventuadly, Tulan€e's
adminigtration relented and alowed
1L’ sto attend classes at other law
schools. However, sincethelaw
school had been getting back onits
feet, adeadlinehasbeenissuedtoaall
studentsrequiring aJanuary return.

Recently, Laratook avacation
from SantaClaraand returned to her

11/17/2005, 1:52 PM

gpartmentinLouisanaduringfall
break. Shefound everythingtobein
order except for aonebroken
window and agridy discovery insde
her refrigerator. Larawill continueto
study at SantaClarauntil theend of
the semester and will go back to
Tulanein January. Upon graduation,
shewill moveback totheBay Area
and begin her new job at aSan
Franciscofirm.
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Ketumile Masire: Former President of
Botswana speaks about African Development

Tobin Dietrich, Editor-in-Chief

On October 20, former President of the Republic of Botswana, Ketumile
Masire, spokeat Santa ClaraUniversity on thetopic of “Building Democracies
inAfrica” Mr. Masireiscurrently serving asthe Balfour African President-in-
Residenceat the African Presidential Archivesand Research Centre (APARC)
at Boston University. APARC isaunigue program, dedicated to the exchange
of ideasbetween the United States and devel oping African countries.

Masire spokefirst about African history generally, and how it hasled upto
the present climate of changeandinstability. Colonial forcesin sub-Saharan
Africahave contributed to conflict, disorder and ethnic animosity, hesaid. By
operating under paradigmswhereforeignersserveasrulers,
post-colonia countriestend to regard alienation, discrimination,
socid exclusion and manipul ation of ethnicidentitiesaslegitimate
meansof establishing and maintaining power. Thisframework,
combined with Africa svast natural resources, Masire contends,
haslead to tremendous suffering of Africansat the handsof fellow Africansin
post-colonia countries.

Masirethen turned hisfocusto thesignificant stridesthat many African
nations havetaken to distance themsal vesfrom their post-colonial disarray. He
pointed to trends amongAfrican countriesto establish good governance
practices, open el ectionsand transparent administrations. Progresswill be
necessarily dow, asmost African nationsareeconomically depressed. But,
Masire added, with their wealthin natural resourcesand careful collaboration
among neighboring countries, democratic nationsaresuretoflourishinthe
next decade, if properly supported and encouraged by theinternational
community.

Masire cautioned that Westernimperidism may still bealimitingfactor in
Africa. African nationsarenow “ adapting democracy tofit their own specific
conditions, without compromising itsfundamenta principlesof representation
and accountability.” Thisprocessof generating new approachesto democratic
governanceisvital to post-
colonia independenceand
ultimately the successand
legitimacy of Africannations.

TheNew Partnership for Africa’'s Devel opment (NEPAD) isacoalition of
African governmentsand |leaderswho are dedi cated to economic and political
devel opment throughout sub-Saharan Africa. Masire highlighted the efforts
NEPAD ismaking to create conditions conduciveto social, economic and
political growth. Theseeffortsinclude: establishing international conflict
management and prevention mechanismsto ensure peace and security,
promoting democracy through sound political governance, instituting sound
economic and corporate governance and regul ation, promoting agriculture

through increased productivity and food security, and mobilizing resources
throughincreased market accessand capital flow between African nations.
Masireturned to hishome country, the Republic of Botswana, asan
example, of both the strugglesthat African countriesfaceand of the nearly
limitless potential when those countries dedi cate themsel vesto open,
democraticideals. Whenthe British protectorate of Bechuana and established
itsindependencein 1966, it had ascant 6 miles of paved roadsin acountry
roughly the size of France and Belgium combined. The economy of Botswana
was nearly completely dependent on cattle and food crops. However, the

Progresswill be necessarily dow, asmost
African nationsare economically depressed.

drought-proneweather patternsof Botswanarendered thisan unstable
economicfooting. Sothecountry shifted itsfocusto mining mineras, primarily
diamondsand established amore stable economic base upon which they
could erect abasicinfrastructure.

From theindependence of Botswanain 1966, until theend of Masire's
term as President in 1998, Botswanaachieved the strongest economic growth
rate of any country. Masirecredited that growth with giving hiscountry the
opportunity tofinaly establishaviablegovernmenta infrastructureand provide
basi ¢ services such aswater, food, and transportation to amajority of its
citizens. Botswana, it should a so benoted, iscurrently ranked lowest in
“perceived corruption” among all African countriesby Transparency
I nternational, an organi zati on dedi cated to the study of open, transparent
government.

Masire concluded hisremarksby cautioning that the growth of which
African countriesare capable, and Botswana, inlarge part, hasachieved, is

W@:ern |mper|a| |Srn may g:l ” bea threatened by the pandemic of HIV andAIDS. The
limiting factor inAfrica.

unchecked spread of AIDS cripplesthe human
capital these developing economiesrely oninorder
to establishafootholdinthegloba economy. The
most difficult aspect of the spread of AIDSisthat, by crippling African
economic growth, thisdiseaseisa so limiting the ability of governmentsto do
anything but try to assist thosein most dire need of medical assistance,
effectively curbing the spread of open, democratic governmentsthroughout
sub-Saharan Africa. Heexpressed cautious optimism at the effortsthat
Botswanaand its neighboring countries are making to combat the spread of
HIV and AIDS, saying that thisisclearly the greatest challengefor African
nationsin theyearsand decades ahead.
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How aletter can changethe
world, or at least SCU

“With great power comes great responsibility.”
-Uncle Ben

Intemporarily discarding my norma Bush bashing, | chooseinstead  many of these areworthwhileand fair criticisms, but unlessthey are made
to comment on anissuewhich stirsmy passions: civicinvolvement. through students' exerciseof their civic rights, they remain ephemera
Morespecificaly, lettersto the editor, and ageneral lack of them. This  suggestionslost to thosewith editorial power. If onewantsto ater policy,
isthethirdissue of the paper, and The Advocate’s editorial staff hasyet  one must speak up.

toreceiveasingleletter. | amtired of wandering the hallsof Bannan and The Advocate offers an open and accessi ble venuefor discussion of
hearing ahundred good ideas, or worthy complaints, go unnoted by administration policy and ideasfor improvement. When someone suggested
thosein aposition to make change. Particularly when an effectivemeans  to methat The Advocatetakealong view of itsrelationship to the SBA

of communicationisreadily available, and sadly underutilized. and SCU School of Law, | took their point asagood one. My response,
Journdistic freedom and participation may seemlikemixed blessings, though, isthis; themost effectiveway for astudent organization like The
depending on theadministration, but their purposesarelegion. They Advocateto improvethereputation of thisschool isto provideafair and
prevent thosein power from abusing that power. They openforumto praiseandto criticize, asthe case may warrant,

provideaprod to progressand overcome administrative School of Law policy and practice. If someonewantsto changethe
lethargy. They provide an opportunity to foster change
and growth. Findly, they extend the debate beyond the
talking heads of CNN and Fox Newsto the grassroots
of Everytown, America. Unfortunately, thiseffectiveness

islimited by community members desireto engagetheir

purpose of The Advocate, let them writealetter tothe editor. If
someonewantsto suggest away to improvethe School of Law
rankings, write aletter to the editor. Dean Polden readsthe @
paper, he'll seethe suggestion. If someoneenjoyed apand, or
speaker, or other resource available on campus, writealetter to

media theeditor. The person responsiblewill read it and fedl tentimes
General gpathy on the part of the student bodly SIeVe better. Use The Advocatefor its purpose, an opportunity to
permitsthosein positionsof influenceor power tointimidate Jacob inform and to report important newsto the studentshere at
right-minded individua sfrom expressing their ideas. | know a SantaClaraUniversty.
1L whotook issuewith acertain columninthelastissueof The Itisimportant to understand, though, that the nature of The Advocate
Advocate. Although the column was passed off asan opinion piece, she  imposescertain limitations. Because The Advocateisamonthly
felt thefacts cited misrepresented the Situation and cast her inabad publication, itisdifficult tofill itspageswith late breaking news, or uptothe
light. I prompted her to write aletter to the editor to protest, and she minute reports about fascinating legal devel opments. What hasalways
evenwrote one, but upon reconsideration shefelt submission of that worked best, and will continueto work best, isamoretimel essapproach.
letter would expose her to possibleretaliation in future columns. If Instead of trying to beat daily papers, newscasts, and web media, The
studentswho felt strongly about anissue used theforum availablein The  Advocateisbest suited for op/ed pieces and feature articlesthat highlight
Advocateto voicetheir opinions, my friend may not havefelt so theachievementsof studentsand faculty hereat SCU. Limitationsin
hesitant to raise her concerns. reporting should not discourage anyonefrom participatingin their
Furthermore, students' silence contributesto the stagnation of community.

progressand the continuation of mediocrity. Sincethelast issueof The
Advocate hit Bannan, severa individuas have approached meto
discussits contents. Some have suggested the purpose of The
Advocate, and every student organi zation, should betoimprovethe
reputation of the School of Law. Othershavewondered if some aspect
of the paper bordered onlibelousbehavior. Still othershad morethana
few choicewordsto say about opinions publishedinitspages. | believe
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A vital and lively debate should not belimited to e ectiontime. commentsthere. | would liketo seeacommunity of peopleinvolved and, to
Theother day | surveyed past issues of The Advocateand whatever extent possible, | intend to use my accessto the mediato encourage
discovered that published | ettersto the editor peaked during the that involvement. You can submit ettersto theeditor at
2004 presidentia elections. Asstudentsof thelaw it ssemsour editor@theadvocate.us. Thiscolumn and other musingsarea so located at
cons deration of involvement should include morethan national thesi egeperil ous.bl ogspot.com. Please shed the apathy and get involved. ==

issues. Not every graduate of SCU School of Law will find
themselves ensconced inthemarbled halls of Washington, D.C.,
lobbying to affect national policy. Many, if not most, of uswill spend
our daysinteracting with clients, firms, or corporations. Wewill live
our livessurrounded by friendsand family, flesh and blood people, if
youwill. Inthemidst of our depersonalization of thehuman
experience, shouldn’t wewonder how toimproveour state, city,
neighborhoods, and families? That isthe purpose of apublicationlike
The Advocate, to provide aplaceto worry and to wonder about all
levelsof society.

If The Advocateisnot immediate enough, or high tech enough, |

am posting thiscolumnto my blog and | wel comefeedback and

NBA Dress Code: Surethey look nice, but isit legal?

AND HUMOR

OnNovember 1, 2005, NBA Commissioner David Stern and pendants. Thisprohibition, some say, indicatesan intent to discriminate
ingtituted aminimum dresscodefor current players. Thecode againgt limited groupsof players. “ They want to stay away from the hip-hop
requiresbusinesscasual for playerswhenever they areengagedin generation,” said Golden State Warriorsguard Jason Richardson.
@ team or league busi ness (with the obviousexceptions). Additionally, Oneof themost vocal criticsof the new policy hasbeenAllen Iverson of @
asport coat and dress shoes are required of playerswho attend the Philadelphia 76ers. “They’ retargeting my generation— the hip-hop
gameswith ateam and sit on the bench but do not play. generation,” lversonsaidinarecent televisoninterview. lverson hasmore
Thedresscode specificaly prohibits: than just hissense of individuality toworry about, however. Iverson
— +Seevdessshirts often uses public appearancesin connection withthe NBA as

«Shorts

«T-shirts, jerseys, or sportsapparel (unless
appropriatefor theevent e.qg., abasketbal clinic,
inwhich casethey must beteam-identified and
approved by theteam)

-Headgear such as‘ do-rags

«Chains, pendants, or medallionsworn over the
player’sclothes

- Sunglasseswhileindoors

-Headphones (other than on theteam busor plane, or

opportunitiesto debut new stylesfrom hisclothing line. Thisnew dress
code may |ead to missed marketing opportunitiesfor theNBA star.

Thenew dresscode highlightscultural and generationa conflicts
betweenthe NBA anditspatrons. Theaveragefaninthe standsis
generdly older, lesswedthy, and hassignificantly different life
experiencesthan the average player onthecourt.

Legally, the NBA ison solid ground with the new dresscode.
Courtsgenerally agreethat an acrossthe board policy witha
reasonable and | egitimate businessinterest isan acceptable business
requirement. Thebroad language and general applicability of theNBA

OPINIONS

—  intheteamlocker room) coderemovesthe appearance of discrimination and makesthe codemorea
U) To date, no penaltieshave been set but most likely they will bein  businessdecisionthanacultura one.
Z linewith current player finesfor misconduct. Sterningtituted thispolicy inlarge part because hefelt thereputation of the
Themost intense controversy stemsfrom the exclusion of league'splayerswas* not asgood asour players.” Thelogic behindtheNBA
E accessoriessuch as‘ dorags, chains, dresscode, Stern contends, isthe same asthat of anumber of companiesand

organi zationswho implement dress codesto maintain or improvetheir public
image.

It remainsto be seen whether the dress codewill improvetheimage of the
playersor theleaguein general. Aswith any businessdecision, thereisarisk
that catering to the needs and desires of one segment of customers may
dienateanother. wem
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Supreme Court Nomination

Will Samud Alito’s nomination
stand the test of partisan politics?

Meg vanSteenburgh, staff writer

WEel| boysand girls, herewego again. After President Bush'sfirst
Supreme Court nominee stepped down amidst allegations of cronyism dueto
her completelack of quaifications (or her strong ethical stance on not
reveding privileged White House communi cations, depending onwhichway
you vote), Bush has put forth anew nomineethismonth.

Judge Samuel Alito, quickly dubbed“ Scalito” or “ Scdia
Light” by theleft, will throw hishat into thering to viefor one of
thetop ninejudicia appointmentsintheland. Qudificationswill
certainly not beaproblem for this3rd Circuit Appealsjudge, a
post he'sheld for the past fifteen years.

Thesonof anItalianimmigrant, Alito waseducated at
Princeton and received hisJ.D. fromYaein 1975. Hewasa
member of theArmy ROTC program at Princeton and was
dischargedin 1980 asacaptain. Alitofirst cametoWashington

notification, but Chief Justice William Rehnquist quoted fromAlito’sopinionin
hisdissent.

Alito professesto beastrict congtitutionalist, not interestedin legidating
fromthebench. InaMay 2005 profilein The Newark Star-L edger, Alito said,
“Most of thelabel speople useto talk about judges, and theway judges
decide[cases] aren’t too descriptive. Judges should bejudges.
They shouldn’t belegidators, they shouldn’t beadministrators.”

Also, in 2000, Alito joined the majority that found aNew
Jersey law banning late-term abortionsunconstitutional because
it did not include an exception for when themother’slifewas
endangered. Alito’scolleaguesing st that the” Scalito” nickname
isincorrect, and that in styleand substanceAlitoismorelikely
to resemble acase-by-case conservativelike newly minted
Chief Justice Roberts, rather than aphilosophica ideologuelike

photo from www.uscourts.gov/tth/
july02ttb/unpublished.html

asan ass stant to the solicitor general during the Reagan

administration. Hethen returned to New Jersey with hiswifein 1987 to bethe

U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey and raise histwo children. He
was appointed to the 3rd Circuit Court of Appealsby Bush’sfather in 1990.

Interestingly enough, in his 1972 Princeton Yearbook entry it reads, “ Sam
intendsto goto law school and eventually warm aseat on the Supreme
Court.” So, for many inAlito’sfamily thisnomination wasaforegone
conclusion. Hismother has even been quoted as saying that hewas* upset he
didn’t get thereinthefirst shot” beforeMs. Miers.

Hismost noteworthy opinionishislonedissent inthe case of Planned
Parenthood v. Casey, inwhich the 3rd Circuit struck down alaw requiring
women to notify their spousesbefore getting an abortion. Itisthisdecison
which prompted Jon Stewert, of Daily Show fame, to notethat “ ScaliaLight”
isan appropriate nickname because he has* dl the abortion restrictions, and
haf thefat”. The Supreme Court, ina6-3ruling, struck down the spousal

Justice Scdia

With aunited Republican front behind him, Alito’sconfirmation will be
hard to block. Withthismuch judicia experience and the positive endorsement
of several Democratic senatorseven afilibuster will bealong shot. Sen.
Joseph Biden, Dem. DE, hasreserved hisjudgment of Alito until after the
hearings, but believesthat “the probability isthat [astraight up or down vote]
will happen”.

However, other Democrats have rai sed the prospect of filibuster until they
get abetter sense of whereAlitowill stand onimportant socia issueswhere
O’ Connor has been the swing vote. | ssues such asprivacy, police powers,
and rightsof thedisabled will be popular topicsat Alito’sconfirmation hearings
which are set to begin January 9, 2006. Of the eighteen membersof the
Senate Judiciary Committee, ten Republicansand elght Democrats, none have
expressed any doubtsabout Alito’squdifications. Themood ontheHill is
optimistic that the bench will befull by thetimethe snow melts.

*Judges should be judges. They shouldn’t be legidators,

they shouldn’t be administrators.”
Samuel Alito
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| sIntelligent Design another scientific theory
or Creationism in disguise?

Roopali Malhotra, staff writer

Two states, Kansasand Pennsylvania, are currently dealing with theissue of
teaching “intelligent design” dongsideevolutionin public schools, followinga
trend which beganin Ohioin 2002. Whiletheissuein Ohio and Kansaslimited
itself to each state’ shoard of education, theissuein Dover, Pennsylvania, made
itsway tofederal district court in Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District,
with both sidesrecently concluding six weeksof expert witnesstestimony
regarding themeritsof thetheory.

Thetheory of intelligent design hasbeen gai ning momentum over the past
decade by anumber of academicswith solid, traditional sciencetraining, who
maintainthat thistheory issupported by both microbiology and mathematics.
They differ from fundamentaist creationistsin that they accept the Earthismore
than the Biblical age of 6,000 yearsold and also that some speciesdo change,
dightly, inaprocessknown asmicro-
evolution.

They differ from evolutionistsover a
processknown as macro-evol ution, the
transformation over timeof aspeciesinto
another species. They claimthistheory of
evolution cannot account for either the
broad diversity of species, or the
complexity of eventhemost miniscule
organismswhich exist today.

Intelligent desgn claimsthat various
formsof lifebegan abruptly throughan
intelligent designer, with their distinctivefeaturesaready intact, e.g. birdswith
wings, beaks, and feathers. However, thesetheoristsinsist they do not
necessarily call that intelligent designer God. They do not tietheir theory to any
sacred text or the creation account in Genesis, although intelligent design theory
admittedly claimsatypeof “divinespark.” Becauseof thelack of referral toa
specific religion, these theorists are seeking to have this concept worked into
the science curriculum of public schools.

Those subscribing to thetheory of evolution clamintelligent designissmply
creationismwrapped in pseudo-technical language, and stateitissimply bad
sciencewhich does not stand up when held against Darwin’ stheory of
evolution. Biologistsclaimthe proponentsof intelligent design display either
ignorance or deliberate misrepresentation of evol utionary science.

Evolutionistsare particularly frustrated with thetiming of thisdebate—given
the backseat the United States hasrecently taken to countries such as South
Koreaintherealm of cloning and stem cell research. From their standpoint,
Darwin’ stheory has been morethan proven with strong DNA analysisand
foss| evidence.

Furthermore, evolutionistsbelieve any referenceto acreator, anintel ligent
designer, or adivine spark constitutesareferenceto God and, therefore,
religioustheory, which constitutesaviol ation of the separation between Church
and Stateif taught in public schools.

Over the past fifty years, the United States Supreme Court increasingly held
infavor of evolutionistsand againgt creationistswith respect totheir theories
being taught in public schools. 1n 1987, the Supreme Court eliminated the
teaching of thebiblical account of creation in public schoolsatogether, holding
that doing so would violatethe constitutional ban on establishment of an officia
religion. The Supreme Court hasnever heard acaseregarding intelligent design,
however, whichiswhy Kitzmiller isso significant.

Thiscaseisthefirst of itskind to beargued in federal court. Thesuit was
brought by the parentsof childreninthe Dover school district who opposed the

Intelligent design is
simply creationism

wrapped in pseudo-
technical language,
and... issimply bad
science.

*

district’saddition of intelligent design to the science curriculum. Thispolicy

change directed the superintendent of schoolsto enter ninth-grade biology

classesat the start of the semester and read, in part, thefollowing statement:
“Because Darwin’stheory isatheory, itisstill being tested asnew
evidenceisdiscovered. Thetheory isnot afact. Gapsinthetheory
exist for whichthereisno evidence...Intelligent designisan explanation
of theoriginof lifethat differsfrom Darwin’sview. Thereference book,
Of Pandasand People: The Central Question of Biological Origins, is
availablefor studentsto seeif they would liketo explorethisview...As
istruewith any theory, studentsare encouraged to keep an open mind.”

Intheir submissionsto the Court, both parties conceded that the
applicabletest to ascertain whether the challenged policy isunconstitutional
under the First Amendment isthat of Lemon v. Kurtzman. Under the
Lemon test, agovernment-sponsored message viol ates the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment if: (1) it doesnot have asecular purpose; (2)
itsprincipa or primary effect advancesor inhibitsreligion; or (3) it createsan
excess veentanglement of thegovernment withreligion.

Paintiffsarguethat the school board'spoalicy violatesthefirst two prongs
of the Lemon test; what they must show, then, isthat the Dover area school
board' sdecision would have an unconstitutionaly religious purpose and
effect.

TheplantiffsinKitzmiller werejoined by theAmerican Civil Liberties
Union and Americans United for Separation of Church and State, with
support from the National Center for Science Education. The Dover school
board isbeing defended pro bono by theAnnArbor, Michigan-based
ThomasMoreLaw Center, which saysthat itsmissionisto defend the
religiousfreedom of Christians.

Thecaseisbeing heard
without ajury in Harrisburg,

*

The theory of

Pennsylvania, by U.S. Ditrict intelligent design has
Judge John Jonesl I, whom -
President Bush appointed tothe been gaining momentum

benchin2002. Givenwhat some  Qver the past decade by a
describeasthe President’s .
“Chrigtianpolitics,” concern n U mber_ of aca(_je_ml CS
regage%judicial biashasbeen with solid, traditional
expr . . . .

Thusfar, it seemsthis ience trajnmg'
concernisunnecessary. Judge
Jones, infact, denied the defendant’smotion for summary judgment inlate
September, holding that “ genuineissues of materia fact exist regarding
whether the school board’spolicy hasasecular purpose and whether the
policy’sprincipal or primary effect advancesor inhibitsreligion.”
Additionaly, thedefinitive nature of thiscase, aswell the appeal sprocess,
will heptodiminigh,if any, judicid bias.

ArulinginKitzmiller isexpected no later than January. Whether it will
follow inthefootsteps of the Ohio state school board’ s decision of 2002 and
dlow aninclusonof intelligent designin public educationisunclear.

Inthe meantime, theintelligent designissueisexpectedtoarisein
approximately twenty other states, including traditionaly liberal onessuchas
Michiganand New York. Whether the debateswill remain limited to school
boardsor will be carried out in court isyet to be seen, but itisquite possible
the Supreme Court will need toweighin onthisissuein the near future.
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Eating Around Japantown:

Discovering the Cuisine of San

Growing up in a small town, on relatively
conservative cuisine, the only thing that 1 knew of
Japan until the age of 13 was that all Japanese
exchange students were incredibly nice, relative to my
older sister, and that consuming raw fish would likely
kill me. A psychotic episode by a friend’s ex and some
culinary experimentation has proven me doubly wrong.

In college I lived with a sushi chef (now chef-
owner of Tokyo Go Go in San Francisco’s Mission
District, tokyogogo.com) and a fisherman.
Needless to say, life was good and sushi was plentiful.
Living in San José | have taken my taste for Japanese
cuisine to the streets of Japantown. It offers a chance
to dine in a nice atmosphere at minimal costs. Located
just North of Downtown San José, generally around
Jackson Street in between 1% and 7%, Japantown is
not huge but is full of surprises. Wandering the streets
will reveal stores selling Japanese goods, Taiko
drumming, free Salsa lessons, and of course a lot of
food. Here are a few favorites, | encourage you to find
your own.

While I generally avoid the sushi boat/conveyor belt phenom, | do
make exceptions to the rule. Sushi Maru is the lone exception in
Japantown for me. It has all the elements I need: fresh fish and uber-cheap
prices. Rolls range from
$1.90 to $4.90. California

262 E. Jackson St,, just East of 6",
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$1.50, unagi (freshwater
eel) a steal at $2.90,
spider rolls (deep fried
softshell crab) fill you
with joy at $3.90, and toro
rolls (fatty tuna — the
portion around the collar
of the fish) are $4.90.
You can't help but
challenge your palate to a
Mickey Roll (salmon,
whitefish, and asparagus) or a Sushi Relleno (tuna, jalapefio, and tomato)
each deep-fried and set at $2.90. If sushi isn’t your bag, fear not.

Chicken, beef, or salmon teriyaki lunch combos (includes rice, soup, and
salad) are filling at $7.25. Later in the night, precede your visit to 7
Bamboo (see article, Krazaoke) with a dinner combo including the same
as above plus tuna and salmon sashimi for $11.50. Maru also has a decent
array of beers, sake, and shochu (a wonderfully flavorful Japanese liquor).

Jose’'s Japantown

Vince Cogan, entertainment writer

Hukilau

One of my best friends is native
Hawaiian and in honor of him | thought
I would precede this review with a pot-
shot at the Japanese who have purchased
a good portion of Hawaii — but |
changed my mind. Japanese and Howlies
alike feel welcomed at this Hawaiian-
owned establishment. Sample the
different Poke (pronounced po-keh, sort
of like Hawaiian tapas) such as the Ahi
Poke (with Tuna; $9) or Tako Poke (with
Octopus; $10). For a full plate with macaroni salad and two scoops of rice, go for an
entrée like the Hukilau Chicken — deep fried chicken in a special “Aloha Shoyu” sauce
with sesame seeds for $7.75. If you are feeling like a real Ho — Don Ho, that is — then give
the Spam Musubi a shot (effectively, this is a Spam sushi roll; $2).

Food aside, the real draw to the Hukilau has got to be the bar which offers drink
specials at least two nights a week. Wednesday is ladies night... oh yes, it’s ladies night.

And how can the feeling not be right with half-priced drinks? All genders are graced with @
the half-off discount on Thursdays which generally draw a big crowd. Try the specialty

drinks like the Gecko (Parrot Bay Rum, Pineapple juice, splash of Midori) or the Pineapple

Head (Absolute Mandarin, Midori and Pineapple Juice) full priced at $5.50 and $5

respectively. That’s cheap enough to get even a 1L to hang loose. 230 Jackson St., just

North of 5",

Sushi Maru

—— photos by Vince Cogan
WAPORTE
L = |
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Gombei

The place for lunch lines the
likes of which you won't see
outside of Manhattan, Gombei is
the place to go for a proper
Japanese lunch. Japantown locals,
courthouse workers, and nearby
employees in-the-know linger in
line to crowd the bar or await the
next open table. Gombei does not
serve sushi as a regular menu item
but focuses on other elements of
Japanese cuisine. Combination
lunches (including an entrée, salad,
and rice) are around $8.50 and offer
options such as a Chicken Teriyaki
& Deep Fried Shrimp plate which
will fill you for days. Donburi
(dishes served over rice) and Udon
are also available for around $7.50.
A small word of caution: don’t
order the mackerel unless you like
your fish extra fishy. 193 E.
Jackson St., East of 4.

rolls are a mind-blowing - g

TS BEET

Minato

Getting rave reviews from
nearly every amateur critic in San
José, Minato is a Japanese
restaurant with flare — and a wall
full of toys that you can buy on
your way out. Yes, as with many
hidden gems of the culinary world,
Minato is “special.” However, for
cheap, fresh sushi you can hardly
beat it. Full sushi dinners are as
cheap as $10 and a sashimi
appetizer with 10 pieces of Ahi
(Yellowfin Tuna) is a mere $6.25.
Sake is also reasonably priced. 617
N. 67 St., just North of Jackson.

$ 11/17/2005, 1:52 PM ‘



November 2005

Or howto skin a
cat in three notes

Vince Cogan,
entertainment writer

Looking around theroom, you
can't help but ask yoursdlf if you have
steppedintothe Twilight Zone. The
brown 70’ sfurnitureiscomplimented
with bright lights, adiscobal, and the
“beckoning cat” (thelittlewaving
kitty) bringing good fortune. Then
therearethe servers: an older, Zen-
like Japanese couplewho arbitrarily
assign acost to your bar purchase; a
haggard, Japaneserockabilly
waltress, acrazy, inevitably drunk

A group of partiers sing at 7 Bamboo. photos by Vince Cogan

either. When“Whiskey” decidesits After findsareover, | canonly

timeto pull hisshirtupover hishead recommend that you put onyour

andflashanipple, you havetorall dancing shoes, grab afew

withit. friends, and makeaday in
...But that is not all folks. your lifealittleless

7 Bamboo broadcasts, live, ordinary. Headto

Asian guy who goesby thename their performancesontheir 7 Bamboo, pick
“Whiskey”; andthebloodshot eyesof thosewithavoice... dbeitoften  Internet site. For your favorite
theguy running the Karaoke onethat youwould never wantto  friendsandfamilyin song, sing like
machine... theonethey call “Toker.”  hearsing. Butthatisexactlythe  distantlands, you havenever sung

before... Because some
peopleinthereredly
haven't. Takeawalk onthe
wildside—whichat 7 Bamboois

However, themagic of thisplaceis point. Theplaceisanauditory thereisnothing
that within minutesof entering, you anarchist’sparadisewhere likeseeingther
arejust another member of themost ~ anyonecangoto not bejudged-  loved onesmaking
mismatched crowdintheSouthBay.  not by your clothes, notby your  anassof themselvesto

@ Thekaraokebar iscaled 7 hair, not by your preferencein brightentheir day. Andfor ontheinside. @
Bamboo (www.7bamboo.com) andit  drinks, and certainly not by your  those of youwho arethe 7 Bamboo is located in San
istruly aSan Joséestablishment. On  singing ability. Thecrowdwill suckling onatrust fund, your José's Japantown, 162 E.
any night (and especialy onthe cheeryou all thesame. The parentswill know that their money is  Jackson S.

weekends) itis“theplacetobe” for  downsideisthatyoucan'tjudge  beingwell spent.

BGLad, from 1
Professor June Carbone, BGLad' sfaculty
advisor, briefly explained the concept. “ |
think that the position of theuniversity
generaly onall kindsof controversia issues
has been absol ute commitment to the
expression of different viewpoints, andif
thereisoneview strongly expressed...and
ingtitutionaly supported, thereought to be
an opportunity for other viewsto bestrongly
expressed and ingtitutionally supported, and

| think thisisan exampleof that.”
Ameélioration or not, BGL ad took thirteen
students, thelargest student delegationin

“becauseit assistsour studentsinlearning
about occupational and career opportunities;
onesthat some of our studentswould not
otherwiselearn about and havethe
opportunity to explore.”

Inaddition to conversationsand
interviewswith employers, delegates attended
numerous presentationsand panelsover two
days. Pand topicsranged from LGBT
immigration challengesto Strategiesfor
combating the Solomon Amendment to estate
planning and family law. Betweenthe
academic discussions, del egatesmixed with

Delegates on the last night of the conference.

attendance, to Lavender Law. photo provided by Jackie Bentley  Other conference attendees, toured San
“All the schoolswerevery impressed Diego, and enjoyed the company of “Big
and really surprised to see usthere becauselast year we only had two students ~ Girl,” their openly gay shuttledriver.
go,” Bentley said. “They all knew by thethird or fourth day that wewerethe On Saturday, David Tsai and D’Arcy Kemnitz, member of the board of
biggest school there.” NLGLA, hosted the first student leaders meeting at Lavender Law.
Theszeof SCU’sdelegation alsoimpressed employers, said Bentley. Members of SCU’s delegation helped moderate discussion designed to

“[They] specificaly noted that SantaClarahad alarge presenceand they were  exchange ideas and promote organization of LGBT law students. The
redly excited that we had all comedown. Someof themweregraduatesand ~ meeting included conversations about amelioration of Solomon

wereexcited to see such acontingency.” Amendment compliance, strategies to deal with conservative groups on
Not only did SCU students make themsel vesknown to employersand campus, and methods for communication between schools.

other delegatesat the conference, but they took advantage of theday long In enumerating the benefitsto students Professor Carbonesaid, “1 seethat

career fair which featured over fifty employerswho actively hire LGBT sense of involvement, contacts, and an awareness of agreater universe beyond

lawyersand law students. “Itisan important conference,” Polden said, thefour cornersof thelaw school tremendoudly exciting and valuable.”
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